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Okay, welcome back, everybody. This is our Thursday night Bible study. We're into the study of Revelation, and we jumped out of that to understand who Christ is.

We're in the book of Ephesians. We're almost halfway through Ephesians, but we're sort of stuck in chapter three, which is where we're going to be tonight and next week for at least the first 14 verses of chapter three, and then we'll move on after that, because we really need to get an understanding about this unity of the church, because it is affecting the church today. And last time, we looked at Paul as being the prisoner of Christ, because he was actually in prison when he wrote Ephesians, and we looked at all the reasons why he was in prison and what impact that had on the church.

And as I was reading over tonight's lessons just to make sure that my mind was going to flow very well, God's going to use it that way. There's a couple of things I want to make note of before we actually get into this, because I didn't bring them out as I probably needed to do in the lesson itself, but I want to cover that as we go. Now, we have to remember there's this war that we live in.

It's called a spiritual war, all right? And it's good versus evil. And as regards to us, it's a war for our mind, okay? So it's the control of what we think and from that how we operate. What we have been studying in the substack and getting into in great detail now is the giants in the land.

And the reasons for the giants in the land was because of God's revealing to Lucifer, the serpent in the garden, that there would be a seed from a woman that would come to defeat him. So all about the Old Testament is to contaminate that bloodline. So that's the reason why the fallen angels came, because they impregnated all the women they could get their hands on to corrupt that bloodline.

And they failed, as you know, you can, we've all read the story, and they failed. Now, when Christ came, one thing that Lucifer didn't know was that Christ was going to be resurrected. Out of the whole plan that God gave them, he just said a seed would be born from a woman and would defeat him.

And because of the Old Testament scripture, it said that Christ would die. It never said that he would be resurrected. So nowhere in scripture did Lucifer ever understand or was told of Christ's resurrection.

He was just going to die. So that was a surprise to Lucifer. And when Lucifer found out that he was going to resurrect himself, or God was going to resurrect him, it was when Christ went to hell.

So he died, was buried, went to hell, confronted hell, you know, proved to them that they had been defeated by what? Getting back the keys, getting the saints out of hell, getting them to heaven, of all those that died in the Old Testament scripture. Now, the second thing that Lucifer did not know was that Israel was going to be set aside, and Christ was going to start another humanity called the church. That was a mystery.

It was a mystery, which Paul says, it was a mystery withheld from the Old Testament and all of the old saints. So nowhere in scripture did Lucifer know that there was going to be a church, that when Lucifer knew he was going to set aside the, or basically condemn the Israelites because they had turned to full wickedness before Christ was even born. Right up to the time of Christ's birth, we're between Malachi and Matthew, that 400 silent years.

So the Israelites had gone to idol worship in a very, very wicked way. And Lucifer thought that basically Christ was just going to deal with Israel and be done with it. But that's not what happened.

Christ, when he was resurrected and he went back to the Jews to get them to understand that he really truly was the Messiah and they rejected him. Remember this story we got in Acts and Stephen was preaching and they stoned him and blah, blah, blah, that scenario. And Christ sat down and he went after Paul.

Okay. But Lucifer couldn't figure out what Christ was telling Peter that he was going to create his church because that had never been mentioned in the Old Testament and had never been talked about until that day that Christ says on this rock, I want to build my church. So something new came to Lucifer there and he was trying to figure it.

You got to put yourself in this time. He was trying to figure out what was going on because what's the church? What is this thing that he's going to do? And when he set Paul in motion, what we learned to last week that Paul's whole thing was to bring what? The unity of the Jews and the Gentiles together to create one body in Christ. That unity, that unity is what makes the church work.

Without unity, there's no church. So the baseline of the church is the unity, bringing everybody together, one in Christ, creating one new man. We're going to learn tonight, one new man.

This whole, this is creating a new humanity, the church. Remember what I said, you had Jews, you had Gentiles, and you had the church. So the church has become the humanity of Christ.

And that's all new to Lucifer. And as we get into more of Ephesians, and especially beginning tonight, we're going to see that this unity's base is predicated on the fact that the Jews and Gentiles had to get together. If they had not come together, Lucifer would have won this chess move.

But because over time, the Jews and Gentiles came together, even though Israel was set aside, the nation of Israel set aside, there was a lot of Jews that were saved. Remember the first day of Pentecost, 3,000, and then there were 5,000 with children, and there was probably 20,000, 25,000 people that day. So as they were coming together, they were creating this unity.

And what kindled that fire was the fact that Jews and Gentiles were coming together. All right, so keep that in mind as we now progress to the next thing I want to talk about. As you know, and as we have studied both in the marriage, divorce, and stuff, and as we look at Acts, and we're fixing to get into it again in Ephesians, the church is a mirror image of the marriage of the man and woman.

Christ is the head of the church, man is the head of the family, and the man needs to love his wife, just like Christ loved the church. So they're a mirror image of one another, okay? The family, the nuclear family, for everything to work in every scenario of your life, your nuclear family needs to be in the right structure. We're going to get into that when we get into God's authority structure of the home and next week.

So the family unit has to be in the same structure as the church, side by side, one together. Which means that if that's the case, and the family unit drives everything, everything into society, into the workplace, into the church, into all of this stuff, that means that the family unit must be what? Unified. The man and the woman must be unified.

They have to have unity together to make that marriage work. That's the same thing as the church. Now why is that important? Because here's where we're at today.

Just like Lucifer brought the fallen angels down to corrupt the daughters of men's bloodline to prevent Christ from coming, he now has to deal with this new entity called the church, because that is his only vehicle to gain control. So two things that are happening. One is the nuclear family is being bombarded, and the church is being disunified.

Okay, think about that. All of the social things and laws that they put in place to destroy the nuclear family, and all the governmental regulations that they put in place to hinder the church. So what is happening in society today? What we find is that the evil side of this world is basically trying to destroy the unity of the church, not only from the church perspective, but from the nuclear family.

If they succeed in that, okay, Lucifer wins. If we can hold together and unify the church, then God wins. That's basically pure and simple, guys.

It's black and white. So the reason why we're sticking into this Ephesians 3 scenario and talking about the mystery of Christian unity is because we're looking at that from the 60,000 foot level of everything scripturally that we can get our hands on to understand how to combat Satan's process of destroying the nuclear family and destroying the church. That's the reason why we're doing this three times.

We're going to take three different views. We're going to look at it three different ways, and we're going to come out of it at the end of next week with the understanding, what is unity? Okay, so I wanted to give that as a pretty much basic foundational element to our teaching that because we're now going to start looking at not the perspective of Paul and why Paul's ministry. Do you realize that Paul's ministry was nothing more than uniting the Jews and Gentiles? That's it.

That's all his ministry was to create the church, was to unite the Jews and the Gentiles. He preached the gospel. Yes, he saved souls along the way, but his primary mantle, his anointing, was to unite the Jews and the Gentiles because with that union, Lucifer didn't have a stronghold.

But Lucifer had the stronghold going into it. Why? Because they were divided up until the time Christ started the church. And even Christ was part of the division.

You need to think about that. Christ only came for the Jews. He didn't come for the Gentiles.

So even in what Christ did, he was trying to bring the mind of the Jews out of the gutter, so to speak, so that when he unleashed his church, they would be mindful of being one. Okay, so that is why we're repeating this over and over and over again because it is in repetition that we learn. I don't know about you, but me in school didn't quite work out until I got some classes that made sense to me.

So I always talked or chewed gum or played or whatever. So I wrote on yellow piece of paper, I will not talk in class. I will not talk in class 500 times.

So I learned by repetition. Okay, so that we're going to learn by repetition here, but we're looking at it from various aspects to give you more clarity for understanding. All right, so let's go.

All right, so we're going to return to Ephesians 3. And I'm going to read the first six verses as one more time in this process. So it says, For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus, for the sake of you Gentiles, if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace, which was given to me by you, that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. Now this means that basically what Paul wrote was in brief is like a brief, okay? He actually wrote it down and gave it, which we find that in Ephesians chapter one.

So this is a repeat of what that said. So basically he says, I wrote it in brief. So I wrote it back then.

I'm telling you again now. By referring to this, when you read, you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men. Okay, make note of this.

Sons of men means humans. Sons of God means angels. So when you see this, that's what this means.

Anywhere in scripture, sons of men is humans. Sons of gods are angels. Okay, so let's continue.

As it has been, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the spirit, to be specific, everything starts in the spirit. We've already learned that before the foundation of the world, spiritually we were created. We've already learned that our whole life was planned before the foundation of the world in that spiritual realm.

And we know we're living a simulation of that pre-planned life in the physical realm. We're able to experience that. Okay, so that's what he's saying.

He says, has been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the spirit, which means it was spirit-led. It's not physically led. Man did not give this to the apostles.

Only the Holy Spirit did. That's the reason for Pentecost. So that Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body.

This was the mystery. And fellow partakers of the promise in Jesus Christ through the gospel. Now we're going to stop here.

The mystery that the apostle Paul is talking about is clearly stated as the fact. In verse 6, the Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellow members, fellow partakers of the promise of Christ Jesus through the gospel. Now we know what the gospel is.

That's 1 Corinthians 15, 1 through 4. Faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, you now are saved. So if you believe that, you're saved. That's what the gospel is.

So that's what they were teaching. And we're looking at this and discussing this matter of unity in the church, because this is the very subject at its most initial point in history of the church. Remember, this is the foundation of the church.

If the Jews and Gentiles do not get together, we have no church. So the challenge in the church, the initial challenge in the church, the life of the church, was to bring the Jews and Gentiles together, who for millennia had been violent enemies. Just think about that process a moment.

You got a person that has a ministry for three and a half years that speaks to the Jews only and not the Gentiles. Oh gosh, now that makes a lot of sense. Okay.

And then you've got the Gentiles and the Jews that have gone violent enemies for over 4,000 years. You go back to Jonah, we talked about that, looked at that in the Old Testament. And now you've got to build a church, and you've got to bring these two groups of people together that hate each other.

If you don't do it, you don't have the church. And what did Christ do? He picked the murderous individual in the whole population to take that charge. Now, worrying that makes planning sense to us.

Okay. That to me is a road to disaster in my physical thinking. Okay.

Now, in God's thinking though, he says, I got the right players. I got the right players. It's all going to work.

I got the right players. So that's the setting. So the Jews had no interest in the salvation that God offered to the world being given to the Gentiles.

They said, if you're going to give this to the Gentiles, we don't want it. Give it to us and withhold it from the Gentiles. How do you build a church? Okay.

So the Jews and the Gentiles were hostile toward each other. The Gentiles had come against Israel on many occasions militarily. They had taken many Jews' lives.

I mean, they had just destroyed. And oh, by the way, God even used them to punish Israel. Think about what is happening here.

Okay. Israel was punished by God through the weapons and deadly assaults of the nation surrounding Israel. The Gentiles were eating their life.

So why in the world do you think that you're going to build a church? Oh, Lucifer was having a field day with this. Boy, I'm really having gas here. It's a lot of big ones.

Excuse me. Excuse me. Sorry.

Oh man. All right. So for millennia, there was deep and profound hostility between the Jews and the Gentiles.

Now the Lord is establishing the church. He calls it the new man. That's what he calls it, the church, the new man.

It's a new humanity. The one new man mentioned in chapter two, as I read, the only, the one body of Christ, the Jews and the Gentiles are united in one body, one man, one new man, the body of Christ. So that is the mystery of the church.

And what do we mean mystery? We've seen already that is something hidden, verse five says, in the past and now revealed in his holy apostles and prophets in the spirit. So when we talk about mystery, we're talking about not something that to us is mysterious, but something that was unknown to those in the Old Testament. Nobody could figure it out.

Now, what was known to them in the Old Testament was that God would say Gentiles. That was known because God's whole purpose in calling Israel as his nation was that they would become the recipients of his divine revelation and they would take that message of the one true God to the rest of the world. They were to be the conduit.

Now there were always to be a missionary nation. Israel was always to be a missionary nation. They were a thoroughfare.

They were to be used to flow God's word to the rest of the world. They were not to take the truth of God and make it their own and demonstrate complete indifference to the nations around them, which is essentially what they did. They said, this is mine.

God is a Jew. He's not a Gentile. So therefore, Gentiles, you don't get any part of this at all.

And not only did they do that, not only did they in some bizarre way harbor the truth of God, but they found themselves drawn into the wretched idolatry of the nations that surrounded them. Instead of them taking God's gospel, God's truth to them, what they did was they got drawn into the nation's idolatry. Just the opposite occurred to them.

By the time that Christ came, they were idolatrous and unfaithful to the true God. Matter of fact, they had 400 years of silence before Christ came back. So they were unfaithful and they were certainly unfaithful to take the message of the true God to the nations around them.

That was God's purpose for them. That was God's intent for them. First be fruitful, faithful, and then take the message to the rest of the nations.

We know they did not do that. And as the time and the years went by, they became more and more apostate, more and more alienated from God. 400 silent years.

They have developed a religion that is completely ungodly, that has no connection to God whatsoever. Now we're building history here. We're building an awareness of the time that Christ came to this world.

So we're building this history narrative so that we can see what happened then is exactly what's happening today. So the rare reality in the time of Christ would be a true Jew who really believed the Old Testament and had come by faith to know the true God. That's what God had wanted them to do.

That was very, very rare exception in Israel by the time you come to the New Testament era. But the hostility the Jews had to the Gentiles was cumulative because of all the battles and of all the fights and all the mistreatment that they had gone on from Gentiles toward the Jews. And that hatred ran deep.

Thousands of years. Now the Lord is going to create a new humanity, a new entity, and it's going to be called the church now. And the church is going to be his witness nation in the world.

In other words, they're going to replace the process that the Israel nation was supposed to do. They're not taking the place of them because Israel is still the chosen people of God. So the church didn't take away what Israel's benefits will be.

The church just replaced them in time to focus on Gentiles. The church is going to be faithful and the church is going to be a missionary agency to take the Gospels to the ends of the earth. So Israel is set aside.

And we'll see a little later that they were set aside partially and temporarily, not totally and permanently, but they were set aside. And the church was established on the day of Pentecost. And that's what Paul is writing about.

He is saying we are the new humanity. And if we're going to be the new humanity made up of both Jews and Gentiles, then the Jews and Gentiles have to understand that they are one in Christ. That was Paul's ministry right there.

Now, unity is always hard. It's hard at any level. Those of you who've managed people at an organization and you want to implement a new process and the fact you've got people that have done this all process their whole life while working there, and now what you want to do is establish a new process.

The new people in the organization pick us up up and on go, but the older people that are there that have been there using the old process, it takes time to implement that. And your success is based upon what? Unifying the old process with the new process and transitioning that to where you want to go. That's what's happening here.

It's exactly the same thing. And I think particularly in the day in which we live, when individuality is celebrated to a literally paranoid level, think about that, individuality. What causes the most destruction in the home environment? Individuality.

Lucifer wants to build walls around the husband and wife. And he says, oh, ladies, feminism is your bag, okay? And this is what you should be doing. And they push it out through television media, through articles, through books, through all kinds of crap, okay? And it's molded the female's mind that basically they need to stand up for what? Their rights, okay? You've always had those rights, but now why layer something called feminist on it and cause you to be divided in the home? Makes no sense.

When we are sick with the disease of self-absorption, where one's own personal identity is created in a fantasy world of social media and everything revolves around the individual, it's very, very difficult to experience unity in that kind of environment. Just can't do it. So you can see from the socialistic point of view of today's society, and you can see what's happened on the condition of all kinds of laws.

I mean, we could talk about everything. We could talk right to work. We could talk about equal pay for equal job.

We could talk about any of that mess. At the core, at the root of it, is to divide women against men. And that division goes all the way into the home.

So where people are completely consumed with themselves, there's very, very difficult time to create unity because unity only happens when you give up yourself in favor of somebody else. Wow. When you look not on your own things, but the things of others, when you don't consider yourself more important than others, oh, treat everybody like you want to be treated.

Everybody didn't say, oh, only treat women that way. Okay. Treat everybody.

When you humble yourself, when you love others by setting aside your own will, your own way, your own promotion, is when you can begin to develop unity. What's a fancy word that's called? I think it's called compromise. When you're willing to listen and humble yourself and understand one's position and compromise on the things that are holy, you get, yeah, you get peace, happiness, and joy.

That's exactly right. So from an individual standpoint, unity is very difficult in this day and age. And I'm talking not in a sense of the world, of course, it's difficult there too, but I'm talking in the sense of the church.

Okay. Because that is what we have to focus. That's where we get our spiritual guidance, is the church.

Because the church is fraught with all of the diseases and illnesses that come to a group of people who are focused on themselves. I could say all of that just to get to this point. When you do your self-examination, as you should be doing all along, because that's what we set out on when we left, what? We left the seven letters of the churches and saying, okay, mark those up because you're going to evaluate yourself on all of those conditions.

Where on there do you find that you're focused on anybody else but yourself? This is really the greatest barrier to unity. So how do you produce in the church of Jesus Christ selfless, humbleness, loving people who are far more concerned about others than they are about themselves? Who hold no grudges, no bitterness. Okay, take note of this.

No grudges, no bitterness, no respect of persons, no wrong attitudes toward anyone. That is a challenge in of itself, not only on an individual level, but for somebody that's trying to lead a group to become what is known as part of that church, that new man, that new humanity. And the Spirit of God can do that, only one that can do that, because the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self-control, and all those kinds of things are manifest in someone who seeks peace and who pursues unity.

But it's still very difficult. And you have not only the individuals in this society in which we live thinking the entire world revolves around them. Oh my gosh, did that hit home? Some of you get kicked in the butt, but you also have them collecting into groups.

Think about this, cliques, groups that think the world revolves around them. So you think the world revolves around you, and you meet like people like you, so you form a group of people that you like, and now all of you are fueling a fire that says the world revolves around us, nobody else. It's amazing.

Yeah, it's what has been hammered into the minds for decades. It is my life, my rights, my body, and I have all say so. So it just goes along with what you're saying, the individualism, individuals, it's my decisions.

Yeah, it's not your body in the first place. Right, and it is just these false teachings have just progressed to where we are today, that I can be a cat if I want to, I can be a lion if I want to, it's my body. But it's just what they have taught, the world has taught for so, so many years.

Well, the problem about it is, Missy and I were out to dinner last night, and we were talking about all kinds of things, we got off on this, and we started talking about it. And the problem that we have is we're allowing them to teach our children. So we have not stopped the process yet.

Remember, stopping a process takes bottom up and top down. We're trying to push down all of this stuff, as you can see, from a governmental point of view. But we parents are not pushing from the bottom up yet.

We've not stopped it from the bottom up. Because you're still allowing your children to go to public schools without any change in the public school curriculum. Therefore, they're being indoctrinated and not being taught the things that they need to be taught.

Okay. That's our problem, because that unity begins with the children. What divides, okay, besides finances, what divides the mother and father the most outside of finances? Children.

It's children. And if you're allowing your children to go through this indoctrination, where do you think that indoctrination is going to take root? In your home. Right.

And what happens when that happens? You now have a divided home. If you've got a divided home, you've got a divided church. Oh, and I could go on.

If you've got a divided home, you've got a divided church. If your church is in a community, you've got a divided community. Now, you've got a divided home, you've got a divided church, and a divided community.

Now, you've got a divided county. Or let's say a city. Now, you've got a divided home, you've got a divided church, you've got a divided whatever it was.

Then you get into a county, and then you've got to go from county to state, and state to government and world. And the only way that you can change all of that is start and go back to the man and change the man. Yeah.

This whole world is screwed up because of who? Men. Yeah. Right.

And the concept of self-esteem is such a hoax. There is no self-esteem outside of Christ. Yep.

He's the only one who can provide it. He's the only one who can provide it. Yes.

So it's all this indoctrination from the world, as you've said, for decades and decades, and here we are. Suzanne, before I get back into this. Yeah.

Just on this subject, I sometimes have a problem with the word compromise because if I see it on an axis as love of self going up and down, and then love of others is compromised going across, when we shut down one and we shut down the other, we end up in a little human box. But when we open that up, we end up in an area beyond what we knew as a little human, and that's where we get into that divine aspect. So even in what you're saying about the school model of teaching the children in top-down, bottom-up, what they teach is you have to respect everybody's point of view, so let them teach it.

That's that compromise in my mind. So I need to clarify what I meant to say if I didn't say it correctly. You do not compromise holiness.

Right. That's where I'm at on that. Okay.

You do not compromise holiness, but all of this mental stuff going around in our society that engulfs our mindset to create this double-minded position that we're at, you have to compromise yourself out of that. You've got to move yourself away from that in compromising to the fact that you want to be holy. You've got to make a decision.

You cannot compromise holiness, but you can make the decision to go one way or the other, and that is a compromise to go holiness versus worldliness. That's what I meant. Okay.

Okay. Yeah. Thanks.

Okay. So let's go back. There's a term called social justice that would do more to destroy the unity of the church than anything I've ever seen in my life, and that has proven to be the case in today's society.

Social justice sounds so benign. It sounds so noble. Oh, this is how Lucifer just, it snares you.

Okay. He wants things to look good before he drops the hammer of evil. All right.

So it looks, sounds so noble. Nobody's against society experimenting, experiencing justice, but social justice is not what you're seeing. Social justice is a deceptive title for what should be called collective envy.

Now, here's the problem. The society is going to name terms for you, idioms. They're going to name things that they want to implement that is really not meaningful at all.

You can't define them. You can't, social justice, you can't go anywhere in the Bible and find that phrase, social justice. No word exists.

So how are you to evaluate what's coming down the pike from those that are in charge to ensure that you have the right people in governmental positions? You have got to look at what they're doing and identify the true naming nomenclature to get back to the Bible. And in this case, social justice is collective, collective envy. You can find envy in the Bible, all the way through the Bible, but you can't find social justice.

If you begin to label things for clarity with biblical terminology, you now know how to deal with them. If you allow society to just put these things on you and you just absorb them, you're not going to be able to deal with them. Therefore, you're not going to be effective in what the scripture tells you to do.

You need to evaluate these, talk amongst all of us, talk amongst us as a group on things that are coming down the pike that we really don't understand. And let's properly name them so that you can now begin to review what the scriptures say about that activity. That's critical to what we've got to do as a church.

So if somebody talks about social justice, you can't find a framework in scripture to address that at any level. But if you understand what you're seeing is this is collective envy, that has not necessarily risen out of the hearts of the people, but it's been foisted upon them. In other words, government is, here it is guys, it's been sold to them for divisive purposes.

So it shakes the fist in the face of God and says, God, I don't like my history. I don't like my past. I don't like the things that have gone on in my my progeny.

And I don't like what happened to my people, or I don't like where I am in life. You're shaking your fist in the face of the sovereign God who brought you to where you are by the history that he pre-wrote in eternity past. That's what we learned in Ephesians 1, 1 to 14.

He gave you your life programmed already. You either live that life in the holiness of God's foreknowledge or you don't. And it's really a better approach to these kinds of things, to see individuals as completely consumed with self-centeredness and then collecting into groups in a kind of collective envy that becomes even violent because it turns so readily and so easily and so simply to anger, anger, anger.

Fatifa, think about it. If you're angry with the past, then you're going to have a hard time trusting God for the future. Wisdom.

And where the church needs to be brought together as one, there are many who are out of this envy and anger are creating immense division. Okay, what's a clue that things are beginning to divide is when they begin to bring in division. Race.

Oh, you're racist. There's not a word in the Bible called racist. If you use the Bible as your dictionary in the history book, you would never allow these terms to even come to your mind.

Race theory. What in the world is that? You're going to go back and try to figure out from creation before the time, before the foundation of the world, how God put in race. Unbelievable.

Paul is dealing with this at its base level. And the toughest thing is it was at the very beginning of the church. How do you bring together Jews and Gentiles who have been hostile haters, mutual haters of each other for millennia? That's the issue at the heart of the church.

And oh, by the way, what's the issue at the heart of the church today? Division and hate. Paul has a tremendous responsibility, and it is a huge responsibility. If he doesn't solve this, we don't have the church.

Yet now you understand why Paul felt so deeply about this when you recognize that it cost him his freedom, that it cost him his life. But this had to be done or we wouldn't be sitting here. Our history depended upon Paul's success.

I mean, the whole episode that got him to prison, maybe as many as five years in prison by the time he writes Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. The whole episode that got him to prison was that the Jews tried to kill him in a mob action in Jerusalem for preaching that Gentiles were acceptable to God. That was it.

Go stand on the street corner now and start preaching and see what happens to you. It's not quite as bad as what happens to Paul, but you're going to get criticized, accosted, ridiculed, might have some eggs and tomatoes thrown at you, depending upon where you're at. The Romans rescued him from the mob.

Now, we talked about this last week. And again, they were trying to kill him for saying God was bringing Gentiles into this new humanity called the church. All right.

Now, so right here you need to understand there's only three divisions of people, not by race, not by color, three divisions of people in the Bible. Jews, Gentiles, Gentiles are all non-Jews, and the church. That's it.

So if anybody talks to you about red, black, blue, white, whatever, that's not scriptural. So why do you believe it? Why do you promote it? That's how disastrous such a thought was to the Jewish people and even Jewish believers. It cost him his freedom and then it cost him his life when an executioner chopped off his head in prison in Rome.

Now, unity is very difficult and particularly difficult when you have generations and generations and generations of hostility. All right. Think about the Democratic Party.

How many generations for you that have come out of the Democratic Party with your eyes open now to things that have gone on in that Democratic Party from the time you joined the Democratic Party, and that's the reason now you're getting out. Because you were taught by your parents, and your parents were taught by your grandparents, and your grandparents were taught by their parents. It's almost like an inheritance.

And that is why the only way this unity can be produced is on a supernatural level. So where you don't see, you know that people are not submitting to the Spirit of God. Look over at chapter 4 for a moment, verse 3 in Ephesians.

It says, be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. That's the application of this theological doctrine that we're trying to understand of the unity of the church that Christ put in place, God put in place before the foundation of the world. So that's part of the application.

Be diligent. Do I have to define diligent for you? I hope not. To preserve the unity of the Spirit, not physical, spiritual, of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

How do you do that? Verse number 2, with all humility, all gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love. It can only be produced by the Holy Spirit. It can only be done in a supernatural reality.

You cannot have unity created by man. That is the reason why we say that this change in this world, that this time is going to be biblical. You cannot unify a billion people, 209 nations, about thousands and thousands of different religious type orders.

You cannot unify that in one goal of one humanity without being it biblical. So when you look even now at a church, you look at this church, you take a look at this church, and you say, what in the world ties these people together? They come from all kinds of backgrounds. You guys come from all kinds of backgrounds from different countries.

Who knows what happened in your background or back in the history of the nations that you live, your ancestors, where they came from? Who knows what hostilities existed then or existed even in more modern times? But all of a sudden there's this mass of people who've come together from every tongue and tribe and people and nation, and they're one body in Christ. One body by the power of the Holy Spirit, worshiping the one true God, loving each other, and serving each other. That is supernatural work.

Can't be done in the physical. So the great challenge for Paul was not just preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, and that was a challenge of itself, because he was persecuted by the Gentiles for his message of the gospel. They were attacking him too.

It wasn't just the Jews, it was the Gentiles too. They hated each other so much that they were going to attack the person that was bringing unity to the table. But I think an even greater challenge was getting the Jews and the Gentiles to accept each other, to accept each other in the body of Christ.

Oh my gosh, is this his critical race theory in the head? And the reason I say that is because he deals with it in chapter 2. He deals with it in chapter 3, and he deals with it in chapter 4. Okay, this is the main issue for the church. Unite, unite, unite, unite. Be one together.

It is just as if he cannot go on of this very difficult issue. He can't let go of it. Why? Because it's his mantle.

It's his anointing. It's his purpose. Now let's be clear.

The Old Testament was very direct in saying Gentiles would be brought to know God, that salvation would come to the Gentiles. I gave you a lot of scripture last time about this. I'm not going to try to repeat it, but let's go.

But let's listen to Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, chapter 1, verse 11. For from the rising of the sun, even to its setting, now this is God speaking, my name will be great among nations, and in every place incense is going to be offered to my name. That is, there's going to be worship of the true God from every place in every nation, and a great offering that is pure, true worship.

For my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts. This is not the thousand-year reign. What do you think's going on now? So clear, unmistakable prophecy that God was going to bring the nations into his presence to express true and pure worship.

This is going to be the largest revival that this world has ever seen in history. It's already started. That's the salvation of the nations, and I give you a lot of texts from Isaiah, Isaiah 60, Isaiah 49, another text from Isaiah that speak to that as well.

So the Old Testament was very clear that God is going to save the world. He's going to save the nations, and he's been doing that, and it's accelerating. That was supposed to be, of course, his plan and his purpose, and it was even in the Old Testament.

And the people of Israel were to be the instrument, the witness to the nation. They were supposed to be the conduit to that, but they, as we have studied and we're going to continue to study, were completely unfaithful and apostate to God. The time came when they were not only rejected God, not only followed idols, not only hated their neighbors instead of loving them, but they rejected the Messiah.

That was the killer. When Christ wrote in on that dock in Jerusalem, and the Jews did not do that, he set them aside, said, I'm done with you for time and season. And so on the day of Pentecost, the Lord made a new covenant people, a new humanity, the church, the church of Jesus Christ, and we are now one collectively.

We're all connected, and the imagery is a metaphor that's not in the Old Testament. The church is called the body of Christ. That was not in the Old Testament at all.

That is the most integrated of all metaphors used to speak the people's relationship to each other and to God, but we've taken it down to a molecular level. Every part of your being is connected one to another. They were identified as a bride to God who is the bridegroom.

They were identified as a family, but never is Israel seen as a body. The intimacy and the organistic relationships that exist in the church are new in a fresh way, and that is because the Holy Spirit has come in a fullness to bring about this one new man. Now, Jesus in his prayer in John 17 told us why this was so important, and it's the very reason we exist.

Our whole being is based upon this. In John 17 21, he's praying to the Father, and he says, I pray that they may be one even as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us so that the world may believe that you sent me. When we're not unified, we're not worshiping Christ.

Now, you may come to this class. You may go to other classes. You may attend churches.

You may do that, but if you're not unified together collectively as one, that's a sin, black and white. That's a sin. So, every time you're going to have a disagreement with somebody, better watch how that affects not only you, but everybody else.

That's the reason why I say have your backs, because I'm going to make sure I'm not going to do anything that's going to harm anybody to you. So, what's at stake here? The world believing that God sent Christ. That is what's at stake.

If we can't teach the world that God sent Christ and Christ did what he did on the cross, and we can't teach the world that that is true, then we can't be fruitful for Christ. You're useless for real world term. The whole of Christianity rises or falls on the fact that they are one, and now we are one.

At that time, what I said, the church was either going to rise or it was going to fall, and it was Paul standing in the middle. So, if you drive down to verse 23, Paul essentially repeats it, I in them and you in me that they may be perfected in unity so that the world may know that you sent me and love them even as you love me. This is Christ talking in verse 23 of John 17.

How is the world going to know that the gospel is true, that God, the God of the Bible, is the true and living God, the only God, and that Christ is the Son of God and the Savior of the world? How is this world going to know that? It only knows it by the unity of the church. So, obviously, that is where Satan attacks. We talked about that in the initial thing.

This is where Satan is now after. He wants the church to be divided. He wants there to be disunity, and he's doing that because he's getting into the hall.

We are not ignorant of his strategies. The church is to be that one new man, something not seen in the Old Testament where Jew and Gentile come together in one body. There were Gentile proselytes in the Old Testament.

In other words, Gentiles went to the Jewish faith, worked in the law of Moses, did the sacrifices and all that stuff in the Old Testament. Gentiles did that. There were proselytes.

There were Gentile believers in the Old Testament who came to the true faith because of the influence of the people of Israel. If you went to the Jews during the Old Testament as a Gentile and you said, I want to be one of you, they would allow that. But they wouldn't go out and teach the nations the gospel of Christ at that time, but not identify in one body.

That one body aspect of the church was not in the Old Testament. That's why Jesus said in Matthew 16, I will build my church. I will build my church.

He's talking about something he hasn't done, something that Lucifer didn't know. But now the cat was out of the bag. I want to build my church.

Okay, so Lucifer's running around trying to figure out what is this church thing. And the intimacy of this church is also expressed over the fifth chapter of Ephesians in verse 25. Husbands, I said that the church is just like the family.

Husbands, love your wife just like as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her so that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with his word, and that he might present to himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she would be holy and blameless. Guys, this is a mouthful. We get into Ephesians 5 and we begin to look at this.

What the standard of scripture that we're going to be held to is going to blow your mind because we're learning how to sanctify ourselves, right? I'm going to just give you one little tidbit here. We were learning how to sanctify ourselves, okay, through everything that we're doing and learning. But men, men, we're responsible to sanctify our wives.

Put that hit on you a bit. Well, the church on earth is a far cry from that, but that is the design. That's the standard that the Lord put in place for the church, the standard that he put in place for the home.

But that is the desire of the Lord, and the church would be holy and blameless and would manifest the evidence of the true God and the true Christ and the true spirit by its unity based on love and humility. Tell me a church, I could probably name maybe three. I thought about this all day today.

I would try to think about the churches that I could actually put into this category, and I could only count three. In John 13, 34, and 35, Jesus said, you are to love one another, but this shall all men know that you are my disciples. Unity.

We claim to be Christians. Let's put it in today's language. We claim to be Christians, but we're so superficial about that we don't even connect to another person.

Self-evaluate. Self-evaluate. This is so basic and so foundational that Paul was given a ministry that was virtually apart from the power of God, an impossible task.

It's an impossible task today, and we've lived 2,000 years since then. To bring these Jews and Gentiles who had been hostile for so long and a profoundly visceral level of hostility to bring them together, this was an impossible task. But it had to be at the end of chapter one of Ephesians.

You see there that Christ is put as head over all things to the church. Think about the design. Go back to before the foundation of the world.

Think about the design here. You see that Christ is put as head over all things to the church, which is his body. That's the new man.

That's the new humanity. The fullness of him who fills all in all. It's the body of Christ, and Christ fills that body because he fills every believer in that body.

Who's the Holy Spirit inside of him? It's Christ. Now that is a marvelous reality, guys. And in chapter four, verse three, again we are to be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace because there's one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God, and the Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

So our unity is spiritual. It's not physical. It's not a clique.

It's not a social club. We all possess the same eternal life. We all possess the same will of Christ.

We all possess the same will of Christ that was the will of God before the foundation of the world, and we all get all of the blessings from heaven in this physical life experience called life eternal. We're living in the kingdom of heaven. We ought to experience the blessings of the kingdom of heaven, but we're not going to get them if we don't start being the church.

That part of the prayer of our Lord was answered. Every believer in Christ is a believer in whom Christ lives, and so as Christ lives in all believers, we share that common life. But getting the church to recognize this and conduct himself in the way that the Lord wanted them was a huge challenge because the wall was so high.

What is Satan trying to do? He's trying to build walls around us as individuals. Back in chapter 2, verse 14, Paul talked about a barrier, a dividing wall. Now you know from the temple there was a dividing wall in the temple.

Gentiles could only go so far into the temple, and if they passed that dividing wall, then they were immediately put to death. So you know that the dividing wall has been there since the beginning of the tabernacle. Now it's there in a spiritual way, not a physical way, but a spiritual way.

The Jews even mocked the Gentiles by calling them uncircumcision. We talked about this, which was a projective. The Jews celebrated the fact that in verse 12, the Gentiles were excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope without God in the world.

But now in Christ Jesus, those who were formerly far off—remember what I said, far off is Gentiles—namely, the Gentiles have been brought near by the blood of Christ. He is our peace. He has torn down that middle wall, abolishing the enmity that existed in the garden.

Verse 15, and making one new man, that's what it says, one new man, one body through one spirit. Chapter 2, verse 18 says, so the Gentiles are no longer strangers and aliens, but are fellow citizens with the saints and are of God's household. So they are part of the household of God.

They become one. They're even part of the temple, the holy temple. Verses 20 to 22, foundation is the apostles and the prophets, Christ is the cornerstone, and the whole building of Jews and Gentiles fit together is growing into a holy temple to the Lord in whom you also are being built together in a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Who's the temple? We're the temple. Our bodies are the temple, and we're one collectively. There should be no more barriers between us and the Jewish people.

Okay? Should not be. So from the standpoint of the spiritual reality, not physical, guys, when we talk in Scripture, we're talking all about spirituality, nothing about this physical body. So from the standpoint of the spiritual reality, Jew and Gentile and Christ are one with each other.

There's no difference. There's no difference today with race. We know this, but I don't know that in all the years that I've been studying Scripture, there's ever been a moment when there has been what I would call anything approximating the unity in the visible church of Jesus Christ.

It doesn't exist. You can walk in any church, and I guarantee you, if you have the Holy Spirit, you walk in any church, you'll know whether it's unified or not. Number one, you're going to feel it.

Number two, you're going to see it. Now, I know there are false churches. There are among the weak.

That's what Scripture tells us. But even, let's say, the churches that are evangelical, that are faithful to the gospel, can't always find ways to split from other groups or within themselves. How many evangelical churches have you seen split? Over what? Wasn't spiritual things.

Guarantee you. There just seems to be such a difficulty. Difficult mountain to climb to experience the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace.

It takes a tremendous working of the Holy Spirit, and it takes a people who are submissive to the Word of God because the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart. Oh, wow. And love from a pure heart produces the kind of humility and selflessness that builds unity.

But Paul isn't as far along with his people as we are after half a century of studying the Word of God. Number one, they didn't have the Word. They had to be taught.

They only had the Old Testament. We have the entire New Testament. We have the theological, the doctrines of Christ himself, and we have things that they didn't have then.

So Paul is going to try to bring the Jew and Gentiles together when there has been nothing but animosity, nothing but animosity and massive cultural differences. By design, it totally isolated the Jews purposely so they couldn't easily interact with the Gentile because they would be pulled more easily into idolatry. Christ needed to protect that bloodline, so he put up barriers.

And he sent what? Melchizedek to try to teach them of this new thing coming. They had so many traditions that even today when we see one of those rare Orthodox Jews walking around, he looks like he's from another era or another planet. Why? Hairs in braids.

He's got this big robe on. He's got this hat. He's, you know, they don't shave their beard.

They go down to the floor. It's, you know, it's all kinds of things. He looks like he's from another planet.

Oh my gosh. But that adherence to that would have been similarly completely odd throughout all of their history. So Paul's task is to bring everyone together.

Now, I'd love to think that could be done on a wide scale. I would love to think that we could even do something. Maybe we could do something and others could do something to pull it off.

But I've learned in my past over 40-something years of studying and talking to people that I can only affect what I can affect. Remember what I've always said, you can only control what you can control. So therefore don't try to control everybody else around you because you have no control over them.

The only person you have control over is yourself. So I've learned that I can only affect what I can affect and that's me. But I can use the instruction of the word of God and the ministry of the spirit through the word to impact others.

I can give them the truth. I can be that watchman. I can give them the truth.

And so I pray for you guys. I pray that we, I've done this for months now, I pray that we become unified. That we find that string of unity that keeps us together because in that togetherness as we talk openly on our Tuesday night and we have visitors coming in, we had several visitors last Tuesday night, when we talk openly on Tuesday night about the word, it means that basically we're united.

We're openly having discussions about fundamental issues of life and the word of God. So the gospel is true. Salvation is in Christ and Christ can transform desperate people into those who are one in every sense.

So Paul has made an issue out of this because it in the formative time of his life in ministry, this was the very challenging task that Christ gave them. Now he wants us to understand it. That's what he says in verse 4. I'm saying more because I want you to understand it.

He starts to pray, remember, in verse 1 and shuts it down and picks it up in verse 10 because he says, wait a minute, you don't have enough to have what I'm fixing to pray for be a revelation in your life. So I got to give you more information. So from verse 1 through verse 13, it's a pithoretical statement of things he's still trying to teach us.

Parenthetic, oh sorry, I can't, my tongue's tied. Parenthetical. There you go, thank you.

I knew somebody would step up to the table. All right, so in chapter 3, he really began with him starting to pray, for this reason I, Paul, Christ for the sake of you Gentiles, and then he stops. And you have a parenthetical verse from verse 2 to verse 13, and he picks up the prayer verse 14 again by saying the same thing, for this reason I bow my knees before father.

It's as if he says, I'm ready to pray that you'll understand this. Oh, I don't think you, I don't think I can do that yet. I have to tell you some more stuff.

You don't know enough that the prayer could be answered unless you have further revelation. So that's why he unfolds this mystery in these opening 13 verses. Now, we started last time with the first point, the prisoner of the mystery.

The prisoner of the mystery that is really important, because Paul introduces himself as the prisoner of Jesus Christ in chapter 4 verse 1, and he says this again, therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord. He's not talking about some spiritual relationship. He is a prisoner.

He's a prisoner in Rome, and he's been there much as five years. And the reason he's in that prison is because the Romans rescued him from a mob of Jews in Jerusalem who were going to kill him, and he was took into protective custody. And then they had him on their hands.

They couldn't let him go because the Jews are going to kill him. So they're trying to protect him. So they finally take him to Rome.

And in his imprisonment, he writes this wonderful epistle. Now, what imprisonment? He was in his home chained to a Roman guard. He was a prisoner in his own home, but he was a prisoner.

So when he says I'm a prisoner, he means I am a prisoner of Jesus Christ for the sake of you Gentiles, because I am preaching Jew and Gentile are one in Christ. This is what has led to my imprisonment. This is how distasteful this was to the Jews, that they would have killed me if the Romans hadn't rescued me, put me in protective custody, and once they had me in custody, then all of the accusations kept flying.

You know all the trials in the Book of Acts. There was Festus. There was Felix.

There were Agrippa. He had all these trials, these fake trials, and all the accusations against him. Oh, this now sounds like Christ, doesn't it? And the reason why is because the Jews couldn't get to Christ.

Christ had already died and ascended. They couldn't get to him. They went after Paul.

Why? Because Paul was building the church of Christ. They did the same thing to Paul that they did to Christ. Why? Because Lucifer didn't want the church.

Once he understood what the church was, he wanted to prevent it. What's the best prevention out there? Kill the one that's trying to do it. Look at Colossians.

While he was writing to Ephesians, he wrote Colossians right in the middle of it. In chapter 1, verse 24, Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake. This is the suffering of being in prison, and in my flesh I do my share of on behalf of his body.

I'm suffering on behalf of his body. Again, he's back to the same idea that it's because the body of Christ being made up of Jew and Gentile, which is the church, says the same thing. But in verse 25, he says, however, uh-oh, here we go.

On behalf of the church, I was made a minister. I was made a minister according to the stewardship. Okay, what's another word for stewardship? Dispensation.

This was the age of the church, a new dispensation. Paul had been given the stewardship of the delivery of the church so that this age could move. So it continues.

On the administration, that is the particular task from God bestowed on me for your benefit, the benefit of who? The Gentiles, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the Word of God. Okay, what had happened to the other apostles? Think about it. The only one that was alive at this time was John.

So who else were they going to go after? The only guy that was supporting the furtherance of God's kingdom here on earth. Think about that. Verse 26, again the same language as in Ephesians, that is the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now manifested to his saints.

What is that mystery to whom God willed to make known? What is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory? Talking about the Holy Spirit, that's what he was talking about. You're one in the body of Christ because you've got Christ, the Holy Spirit inside of you. It's connected.

Remember, we're immersed and he's inside of us. If we're immersed, that means he's all around us. And if he's all around us, it means that we've absorbed him.

That means that if we're immersed in the same immersion, we're all connected. Are we not? So Paul says in verse 28, we proclaim him admonishing every man, Jew or Gentile, teaching every man with all wisdom that we may present every man, Jew or Gentile, complete in Christ. For this purpose also I labor, striving according to his power, which mightily works within me.

I mean, this is an overwhelming burden on this man. It's almost as though he's living Christ's life. I can see the blood sweat come out of him.

I can see the contention that he's feeling and going through. Just because he wanted to fulfill his anointing from Christ to bring the Jew and Gentile together to create the church. You would have to think the devil would do anything he could to stop this.

Well, he did. And he's still doing it today. Since we read from the lips of our Lord himself, that is by unity that the world knows that the Father sent the Son.

So, of course, what does the enemy want to do but sow disunity everywhere among those who name the name of Christ? That's what's going on today. The church of yesteryears is the same as the church today. So, Paul, before he can pray that we might understand this whole thing, let's pick up in verse 2 a little more about the prisoner of the mystery.

If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you, he reminds them that everybody knew this. This is not new. The Jews knew it because it was in the Old Testament.

Everybody knew that he had been given a stewardship, a certain administration, a certain role in the kingdom. And that role by the grace of God given to him was for the Gentiles. It was a ministry by grace to take the gospel specifically to the Gentiles.

So when he was on the Damascus Road, you remember the Lord said to him, you're going to take the message to the Gentiles. That was specifically the anointing that Christ gave him on that road. There was no, you can't get more specific than that.

This was his calling. And of course in 1 Corinthians 4, 1 and 2, it's required of stewards that a man be found faithful. Okay, so let's look at us.

Let's do a self-evaluation. We're to be responsible as Christians for the stewardship of the mystery of the church. What's the mystery of the church? We've already talked about it many times here.

It's the Holy Spirit glorifying God through our lives. That's it. That's it.

It's the same term. This is my administration. This is my stewardship, and I must be faithful.

This was a difficult task. How are you doing on the task of being stewardship of the mystery of the church? People pastoring a church struggle, or I don't mean pastoring a church, teaching, whatever, struggle to unify that church. That's what we're doing now.

I'm spending three weeks on identifying unity at various different viewpoints to get you to understand what? That our success as a church in Jesus Christ is what we show in unity one to another. People in a marriage or friendship struggle to continue unity in their relationship. Imagine trying to bring together two desperate groups of people who were hostile toward each other for centuries.

Bring two of your kids together. Just figure that one out. But that was Paul's task.

That's the stewardship that the Lord had given him, and it was very challenging. You've heard of it, he says in verse two, that it was given to me. He didn't ask for it.

In verse three, this is really important, that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, and I wrote before in brief. In other words, he's telling you, I've told you once already, now I'm telling you again, maybe in a little different way, because you need to understand this. So he's saying, look, this isn't something somebody told me God wanted me to do.

This is direct revelation from Christ. That story of revelation of calling up Paul is found in the ninth chapter of the book of Acts, where he's on the road to Damascus, and he's interrupted by Christ himself. And you remember the story, but that encounter on Damascus Road, as a dramatic as it was, and as saving as it was, wasn't the end of his preparation for this particular stewardship.

Paul had a hard head. Christ just didn't come up, and he just says, okay, I acquiesce. Now, he acquiesced to the fact of his calling and his salvation, but he had a lot of baggage.

So if you look at the first chapter of Galatians, and listen to Paul's testimony, starting in verse 11, it said, I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel was preached by me is not according to man, for I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. There is no New Testament. If Paul is going to preach the gospel, then the Lord is going to have to tell him what the gospel is.

Paul wasn't in the Old Testament stuff. Paul was a Pharisee, but he was studying Judaism, all right? So the Lord is going to have to give him a direct revelation about that, and a direct revelation about his particular responsibility as an apostle to the Gentiles, and the one who is supposed to proclaim Jews and Gentiles, one in the body of Christ. There was nowhere to go to get this message.

He didn't go to a man and get it. There was nowhere to go. In fact, it was so alien, it was such a difficult message that no one ever would have imagined it.

Who in their right mind would try to take two hostile groups of people and put them together and tell them to be friends? So he received it through revelation in verse 12 of Jesus Christ. Now verse 13, it says, For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and try to destroy it. Yeah, it was a murder, just black and white.

This is as startling as anything else I've said up to now. He's telling them, guys, I used to kill you. Now think about that.

I'm coming up to you, and I want to talk to you about doing something. Oh, by the way, remember I used to kill you. That's great intimidation.

Let me just intimidate you to do this. Oh, yeah, that doesn't work either. The Lord doesn't pick somebody who had some experience in bringing Jews and Gentiles together.

It didn't exist. No, he didn't pick somebody who had showed he could broker a relationship. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.

He says more about that in Philippians. He was a fanatical, farcical, fanatical Judaism, and God selected a fanatical Jew who hates Gentiles and who is as extreme a legalist as is possible to be the one to preach that Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ. This makes no sense.

Now, how does he convince Paul to do this? It wasn't easy. Verse 15, but when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb, in other words, Paul's recognizing that God separated him from his mother. He knows he was ordained from his mother's womb to this.

He knows that when God set him apart, he was already called to do this. Just like we were elected in Ephesians 1. He was elected to do this before the foundation of the world, and his time had come when Christ met him on the Damascus road. That's all that happened.

And he called me through his grace and pleased to reveal his son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles. I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood. Why? Well, who would he go to? You can't find a person that's going to be in the right mind to even try to talk about this.

So when he finally does get to Jerusalem a number of years later, they don't like the idea that Gentiles are to be accepted into the body of Christ even then. Remember we talked about that last week when Paul and Barnabas went into the Jews with some Gentiles, remember? And James took him in and the elders liked him, and then they put him in that religious ceremony seven days at the temple, and then he got arrested, okay? That's what happened. So he's going to come to be an ally to him.

Nobody's going to come to be an ally to him. No one necessarily, okay? So what do we, what do you know? He said, I didn't go to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me. I didn't even go to the apostles because the message would probably not be understandable to them.

He's telling the world nobody's going to understand what Christ has asked me to do. It is so against societal norms that they're going to think I'm crazy. So what do I do? I can't go to find anybody to talk to.

So he went away to Arabia, the scripture tells us. He sails from the land of Israel and returned once more to Damascus. Then in verse 18, three years later, I went to Jerusalem.

Oh, really? How long did it take Paul to get this through his sixth goal? Three years. Apparently three years because he was going to test drive this in Jerusalem. That was his first test case.

This is just too extreme. So he's converted. He goes to Arabia.

At some point, he comes back to Damascus. Three years of divine revelation from Christ to transform this killer of a Gentile Christians into one who's the apostle to the Gentiles and has responsibility to bring the Jews all together in church. That's the 60,000 foot of Paul's life right there.

So back to verse three in Ephesians By revelation was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote in brief. By referring to this, when you read, you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. He was trying to tell the people not only about the gospel of salvation, but that we were living inside of Christ and Christ was living inside of us.

And besides that, we're all one. Now, we're living in who? Who's living in us? The Jews in their Pharisee fashion would say, where's the scientific proof? My gosh. Now that's the prisoner of the mystery.

At least, let me start the second point because we're going to run out of time. And we're going to start the second point by the planning of the mysteries in verse five and six. The planning of the mystery.

And this is pretty evident by now. What is the mystery of Christ? It is that which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men as it has been revealed to the Holy Spirit apostles and the prophets in the spirit. What is the mystery? It's the mystery of Christ, the body of Christ, the church.

So a mystery is not something that is intended to be obscure or oblique. A mystery, specifically the term mysterion in the New Testament, refers to something hidden in the past and revealed in the new. Other generation, it wasn't made known.

Now it is revealed. And he said it was revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the spirit, not in the physical form, not in the mind, in the spirit. By the revelation of the spirit, all scripture is given by inspiration of God.

All divine revelation comes by the agency of the Holy Spirit. Okay, now that's critical. The interpretation of the Bible that you read comes from the Holy Spirit inside of you.

You've already learned in the prayer stuff that you... Who do you talk to? You talk to the Holy Spirit. You address God, but the Holy Spirit is your intercessory to Jesus Christ. That's your direct link.

Why? Because it's one and the same. Oh, and the Holy Spirit prays for you when you can't pray. He intercedes for you.

And what does scripture say about Christ interceding for you in prayer? So your direct link to the heavenlies is through the Holy Spirit inside of you. That's your direct Wi-Fi. You're hardwired.

Jesus to Jesus. Can't get any better than that. And it came to the apostles in the sense here, as you would obviously know it, of the 12 minus Jesus plus Matthias plus Paul.

These are chosen men, and there was a criteria for that choice. You get that in 1 Corinthians 9 when Paul says, I am not... Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? What was the qualification for an apostle? He had to have seen Christ and seen the risen Christ. So he saw Christ because he was a Pharisee when Christ walked the earth.

And he saw Christ risen when Christ came to the Damascus road and confronted him. And Paul had that experience on the Damascus road a couple of other times as well. Okay.

So I'm going to stop here. Let's open it up. I'm going to tag this and we'll come back.

We might take four weeks to do this. It's day three. All right, guys.

I've tried to approach this from a completely different perspective than from last week to give you the understanding that we're at spiritual war with evil. And that evil is to divide, make division in the church. And how they do that is do it at home.

That's where it goes. So you guys, and that's the reason why we're going to have this God's Authority Structured Teaching next week, because I thought we'd be finished with this and we'd go right into that. But it looks like that that's not the case, but that's okay.

But you guys, you guys, you guys, not talking about women, you men, you men need to really go through this process of understanding you as head of your family. And that's what we're going to do when we get together on the 28th, I think it is. Okay.

Because it's so important to create, to ward off this disunity and to create the ongoing unity in your home. You have to do that. Okay.

That's not, that's not an if statement. That's a commandment directly to you and me. Okay.

So I saw a lot of comments going through the chat. I'm not going to try to do that either because we're going to take 10 minutes. You guys can speak up.

Is there any comments or questions or points of order, anything that we need to talk about for your understanding of this? Nope. We're good to go. Jennifer.

So, so the man, I mean, we have to get back to the man being the head of this family. Correct. I mean, and, but like, when we're not married, we're married to Christ.

Christ. What do we do as women? If we're not subordinate to Christ, look at your own life. You treat him as though he's your husband.

Oh, just don't have a sexual intimacy, but you have all the rest of it. Okay. That that's what I thought.

So, okay. So we have a long way to go. It looks like it in the, you single women, you single women, if you're not living that way, then you're not under the protective covering of Christ.

You got to realize this, that is your protective covering. Okay. And single women have to treat Christ as though he is your husband for the provision, all of the things, all of the things that you would need to live this life eternal on earth.

You need to treat your Christ as your husband in doing that. Okay. All right.

I get that. Yeah. Okay.

Thank you. Anything else? Jim? Yes, ma'am. I'll just bring up a point that you talked about is that it all goes back to our individualism and our pride.

And of course, that's why Satan failed. Pride goes before destruction. We, and we deal with that all the time.

Our, our pride, our self pride and, and wanting to be right. And to me that it's, as you said, it starts with ourselves and because we, we want to be right and instead of righteous. Yeah.

Oh, that's a very key word. That's, that's great point. You just did it.

That's key right there. You know, if you want to be right physically, you want to be right instead of spiritually being righteous. You're living in the physical, not the spiritual.

Yes. And, and that's, that's the focus of, of the unity. We've got to get that right.

And remember the covenant given to man and woman in marriage was Adam and Eve in the spiritual form, not in the physical form. Think about that. So your oneness in a marriage is oneness, not of the physical, but of the spiritual.

So how are you going to create unity in your home when you're arguing all the time about things that have nothing to do with spirituality? So, so Jim's a couple, like they need to go back to the Bible to find the scriptures, if they're having issues in their marriage or? Well, yeah, if there's, if there's so disciplined to do that, yes. But the majority of time, one of the people do not want to do that. Correct.

Yeah. I, I, I find so many young couples now, they separate their money. Yeah.

That's biblical as well. That's not biblical as well. All right.

So the one thing, the one thing that I do when somebody wants to talk to me about stuff is I take my Bible and I show them from the Bible. Right. And it doesn't matter whether it's a business or an individual or male or female or a child or whatever the issue is, the whole life experience is identified in the Bible.

Yeah. I'm good. I mean, I, boy, we have a long way to go.

Well, well, as Luke says, just keep striving, keep striving. You're going to get what you get. It's going to get, it's going to mushroom.

The more you learn, the more you learn, the more you learn, the more you learn. Correct. Yeah.

So, all right, guys, anything else? Was this helpful? We're still on track being helpful to you guys. Yes, it was. Yes, you put, you put it all together tonight.

You're the teachings for the past couple, two or three weeks. You put it all together tonight and it makes perfect sense. We're going to try to finish it up next week.

Not really sure we have. We got, we got, we might be able to, if I get, if I don't take the time to ramble at the first, if I didn't take the 15, 20 minutes to lay a foundation where they got through it. So I think we'll be fine next week to get through this and then move on to the last half of chapter three.

But guys, just, just think, one more part of it, just think of the magnitude of the war room of God in planning this out before he ever did anything in the manifestation of the world. This was all thought. Even what we're talking to you now about unity, about defining the crest.

What was, what was, what was the Satan going to go after? When do I, when do we announce it? When do we not announce it? How do we announce? The very level of detail that we would go through in a business planning session about a marketing launch, a rollout, you know, how secret to be, whatever. This whole thing was done before he ever created the thing. Yeah.

I've always thought, I wonder what his white board would look like. Oh my gosh. I just like to see, I just like to see the room, the board.

I mean, if I, I mean, I, I think, I think that when God walks into anything, just like we do, we leave part of our soul behind. Everywhere you go. Okay.

We're not into this yet, but you're going to learn this everywhere you go, wherever you walk, you leave a piece of you behind. All right. I just want to see the room.

Okay. I just want to see the room because this guy has got to be magnificent, huge. You know, his mind has got to be that of the world itself.

It just, there it is. It's just so large. I just want to see the room.

I'm not sure we can see with that room, actually. Yeah. I'm not sure we can conceive of that room.

Yeah. Yeah. Go ahead.

What you just said, you know, his, his mind choosing Paul, we, we, you know, his ways are perfect. His thoughts are high. I would never do anything the way he does it.

I would, I mean, I know how to fix something. Here's how you do it. I know how to fix it, but, but I have to yield the situation and circumstance to God.

And he does it in a way that I would never think of. And you brought up Paul tonight, just a perfect example. I would have never done it like that.

And you just mentioned his mind, you know, but his, his thoughts, you know, it's just amazing. Like, can you imagine Paul's resume going to a church for a new pastor? I mean, just think about it. I go for him immediately.

I, I, I murdered people. I was, I was on the Pharisees that crucified and dictated how people were going to live, you know, I just can't just go. Can you imagine a resume going to a church board as a pastor? But one of the most, one of the most influential, highly regarded by God himself, a man of God and a preacher.

Can you imagine that today? It's too attest if they are a man of God. He chooses his way so that nobody will get glory, but him, you know? Yeah. It's amazing.

It's amazing. And I would say this is one of the best nights we've done ever. It really is.

Fantastic. Fantastic. It takes a lot to lay the foundation, especially when you're getting into scripture that is basically just context, context, context, and then you get a point now to bring it together.

I thought it would make very good for tonight because it brings it all together. Tangible. Yes.

And, and the 15 minutes or so that you took to lay the foundation made all the difference in the world. It did. It did.

It did. It really did. Well, appreciate that guys.

I appreciate the insight. Trust yourself. I don't have to, God's doing it.

I just want to, I just want to get a feedback on whether or not, you know, it's, it's working or it's not. That's all. And God likes to hear those things too.

So it's not just for my benefit. He wants to know he's getting through. So that's, that's the cool thing.

Okay guys, let's pray. I want to be done with this. Father, thank you for this evening.

Thank you for giving us the full history of really who we are and what we need to become. And, and thank you for giving us the revelation through Paul, his writing and the understanding of how this war between good and evil, it actually exists. And the fact that basically we have through you dominion now to control it.

We just need to activate it. And that becomes first with unity of the church. We ask you to unify us together one with another, that you do that by love and the respect that we need to have for one another.

And father, you just give us the opportunity to show that the unity that we have formed together, the bond in peace through our spirit, we ask that you give us the ability to show that throughout the rest of the world in whatever way you see fit to do that. And father, thank you for getting us to the point of launching these next two ministries. I appreciate everything that you've done with that and bringing the people together to facilitate that in a timely manner.

And father, may they be richly blessed as well as anybody else who has been affiliated with us. And we ask all these things in my name. Amazing night.
