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Well, welcome back. This is our Thursday night Bible study. We're in to the Bible study of Revelation but we've taken a jaunt out and we're dealing with Ephesians so that when we come back in to the rapture, we absolutely understand what our role is in our life to get to the point where we can understand what Revelation means for us.

So we're going to continue in Ephesians chapter four. We're gonna be here for several weeks. We've already been here two weeks.

We're gonna be here probably three more weeks. And our study is in Ephesians chapter four and we're really gonna only discuss one phrase in all this. That might shock you, but that's all we're gonna do.

And I don't know why it is I get so and so down in this particular portion of Ephesians but it's just so important to me and it should be so important to you. You know, a lot of times it isn't what I plan to do. Matter of fact, I just give this over to the Lord and whatever He directs me to do, that's what we're gonna do.

And so what I write, what I don't write, what I do in this, God predicates exactly where we're gonna go. So, you know, I always plan things to be done right. I told you that before.

I'm gonna give you the truth and that's my job. And I want to get through everything the scripture gives us. I wanna make sure that every stone is unturned in this.

And that's important for you too. So we're gonna look at the fourth chapter of Ephesians and we're gonna talk about the worthy walk. Now, remember I said last Thursday, I also said this last Sunday and I said this last Tuesday, the whole chapters of four, five and six of Ephesians is about your walk with Christ.

What does that mean? It is your daily devotion and your daily function as a person in this walk. So we've been struggling over this and we've been talking about this for the last two weeks so that you are walking worthy means living a life that matches your position in Christ. The first three chapters of this apostle deals with the positions of the believer.

The last three, the practice. The first three, the doctrine. The last three, the deity.

How do you really learn to live up to who you are? That's the question of the day. And how do you walk worthy? That's also the question of the day. Now, we said the word worthy last time has to do with balance.

It's a word that's used of equalizing a scale. It is a balance of good and evil. It's a balance of how you're sanctified.

It's a balance. It is a scale. So when you think about your whole spiritual life, you need to put yourself on a scale and you need to think about on that scale, what is the outcome? Am I going this direction or that direction? And we've been suggesting to you that walking worthy means living a life that matches your position in Christ.

The first three chapters of this epistle deal with the position of the believer. The last three deals with the practice. So the first three, the doctrine, the last three, the duty.

So how do we really learn to live up to who we are? And how do we walk worthy? Remember, this is all about your conduct. We said the word worthy last time, but we're saying the word worthy now has to do with the balance. It's a word that is used of equalizing a scale.

Now, this is not a weight that you put produce on. It says, what is the measure of the weight of this produce? What we're talking about is, is we're talking about the balance of your heart. We're talking about where your heart stands in relationship to the conductivity of that which Christ is offering you and what your ego self is combating it with.

That's what we're talking about. We are to equalize our behavior in accordance with our identity. Oh, who do you identify with? If you identify with Jesus Christ, then you're gonna go to more balanced scale.

If you identify with the world and the centenic influence, you're gonna go off the balance scale and you're gonna go more towards evil. That's really what we're talking about. We are to live as who we are.

We've already talked about, who are you? You're spiritual people first, living a physical life experience. This is a basic principle of the word of the Lord. We're live in accord with who we are.

We live up to our position. Now, how do we do that? How do we really walk worthy? Well, the answer comes in verses two and three. Let's look at it.

With all loveliness and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing one another in love, enduring to keep the unity of the spirit of the bond of priests. Now, the way we walk worthy is all loveliness and meekness and long suffering and forbearing love and unity. Let's come back to the fruits of the spirit in first Corinthians.

And it says you have all these things based upon the fact that you've accepted Jesus Christ as your savior, but now you have to walk. Now you have to do it. So how do we do that? How do we really walk worthy? The answer comes in verses two and three.

With all loveliness and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing one another in love, enduring to keep the unity of the spirit of the bond of peace. Well, that's the most important for us. Now, the way we walk worthy is in the all loveliness and meekness and long suffering and forbearing love and unity.

Those five things are the characteristics of the worthy walk. That's where it all begins. Okay, so let's go back.

This is all a timeline process. We go back to Ephesians one. God gives us the conditions of the world before the foundation of the world.

And he elects us to do those things. He also gives us our time calling. And then he tells you when my time calling comes, you have to walk in this process.

So guys, you gotta go back to the origination. You gotta go back to the fact that you were called. You're predestined.

And if you don't understand that, then you'll never understand the fact that you're able to walk in the worthiness of Christ, because it doesn't happen in between. It happens consecutively when you go through this process. Now, the way we walk worthy is in all loathiness and meekness and long suffering and forbearing and unity.

Those five things are characteristics of the worthy walk. That's where it all begins. Now, humility is basically the overreaching principle.

It's as if the first word, all loathiness, really encompasses the main four. There are all sorts of fit in, and they're different and they're a progression. Where there is all loathiness, there is meekness, and there will be long suffering, and the result is forbearing love and the end result of unity.

So you can't start this process until you're humble. When you're humble to Christ, then you're able to achieve all the other things. So there is a sense in which there are tied together, almost synonymous, in a way, although there are shades of difference.

And then there is also a sense of progression, but the key to the whole thing is the concept of humility, humbleness. Humbleness to God. If you're humble to God, you're humble to your fellow saints, which should be a key to you recognize exactly where you are on your concept of sanctification.

If you're not humble to every saint that you're dealing with, then you're not humble to God. That's scripture. Now, humility is a very elusive thing.

And we want to talk a little bit about humility, but sometimes we really don't understand it. And I guarantee you, we don't understand it. Because when you look at scripture, it tells you a whole different thing.

Exactly what is humility? You know, it's that thing. It's this feeling that we have. It's this condition of life that when you're finally gotten it, you just lost it.

It's very elusive. When you finally say, I am now humble, you just forfeited it. You forfeited it in the act of acknowledging that you're humble.

So maybe it's when you don't know you've got it, that you've really got it. But that isn't always true either, because some of us know we haven't got it because we know we were proud. It's a very elusive reality, and yet a very necessary thing in life.

You can see here that it is at the heart of the word walk. If you're to walk worthy, humility must be a reality in your life. Now, Jesus came into this world as the very high exalted King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

He came exalted above the human being who had ever lived. And yet the apostle Paul says in Philippians chapter two, that he humbled himself. Do you remember that he humbled himself in front of his 12 disciples to wash their feet? Why? Because he said, if you can't be humble, as humble as I am in washing your feet, you're not worthy of me.

That he was found in fashion as a man, and that he took upon the form of a servant and humbled himself. So even though Jesus Christ was humble, he was humble all the time he walked on this earth. In Matthew 11, 29, he said, for I am meek and lowly in heart.

The exalted Lord Jesus Christ, meek and lowly and humble. He was born in a stable. He never had a place to lay his head.

Never owned a house, guys. He possessed no property. He owned only the garments on his body.

He was buried in a borrowed tomb. He was always a stranger. He was always, his only home was on the Mount of Olives, where he would retire in the evening in quietness with his father.

He was humbled. The one who, as the song says, let the ivy palaces and calm into a world of woe, humbled himself. Everything we have in life is more than what he had in his walk on this earth.

But yet, everything we have in this life is given to us by the same individual that walked so humbly on this earth. And yet, we think we're entitled to this. We think that we own this.

But yet, we're told by scripture that the ownership of everything we have is his. And he was so humble about it. I want you to really concentrate on that.

And I'm gonna tell you again, you own nothing. Everything you have was given to you by who? Jesus Christ. And because of that, he controls everything.

So he set a standard for us because in 1 John 1, 2 and 6, he saw last time John said, he that saith he abideth in him ought to walk even as he walked. So however he walked is how we're to walk. We're to put on the body of Christ.

We are to live Christ. Everything in scripture, I hope you guys understand this. I could go into any book in this scripture and we can listen to the teachings of that.

The one thing that is constant is that he owns everything. There's nothing he does not own. He that abideth in him ought to walk even as he walked.

So however he walked is how we're to walk. We're to put on the body of Christ. We're to live as Christ lived.

And we are because we're joint heirs with Christ can live exactly how he lived. You guys get it yet? Your life, your life is not yours. Your life and everything in your life that you think you own is not yours.

Your life as you think it is and everything in your life that you think you're on and every decision that you think you make for yourself is not yours. Your thoughts, your actions, your decisions, your way of life, everything was determined for the foundation of the world. That's what's got to get on.

We do, we talk about these scriptures but we really don't, somehow we really don't get it. That you know what, you're here. You're here for one reason.

You're here for one reason. That reason is to fulfill the plan of Jesus Christ before you were ever born. So our world is not a world that accepts humility.

Our world is not a world that exists with anything that is tied to the humility, the grace of God. Our world is a world that exists with pride. We don't hear great talks about humility.

In fact, in our society, as in all society that is generated by Satan, all of human nature throughout all of history has locked down on humility as weakness, as infirmity, as something to be despised, something ignoble. We think of the humble person as the provincial Casper Megatos who's afraid of his own shadow, who's sort of mealy moth, the inevitable Mr. Peepers complex. You want to put yourself into the position of having two feet, one foot on each side of the realm and allowing you to live your life like you want to live.

Well, that's not true humility. We like to talk about the things we're proud of. Your people say that constantly.

Well, I'm very proud to say this. Matter of fact, I've also told you guys that I'm very proud of what you're doing in learning the scriptures. I do that for a sense of pride for you to understand that you're doing something good, but that is not proudful activity.

That's exoneration to you. You know, just to go to a luncheon sometimes and you'll hear it about 50 times. Well, we do that here all the time.

We're so proud of so-and-so. Well, I'm proud of this. Well, I'm certainly proud of this.

This is part of our society, ostination, boasting, parading, demanding, resulting. We're forever in a day, pinning awards on everybody and his uncle. I want to tell you what, that's on scripture.

You know, and I've looked at my kids along this way and I've talked about them to you from time to time. And for the time my kids had been very little to pick up a little baseball bat or throw a ball, they've been stacking up trophies to the point where it's almost absurd. There's no, they're so honored.

I absolutely for their accomplishments. My daughters, my oldest daughter is a renowned choreography in around the world. She's renowned all over the world for what she does.

My middle daughter has a master's in doctors and clinical, clinical medicine. She's one of the heads of CDC, rightfully or wrong. She's managing a project.

My youngest daughter has the ability to manage more than what anybody would ever think about Intel until she got so fed up with it, she retired to take care of her kids. I'm telling you, we're at a point, and I use my kids as an example. So we're at a point that we become more of the world than we are of what Christ gave us.

And I talk to my kids all the time about that. And unfortunately that's how I raised them. They're so honored in their accomplishments.

The only thing is everybody gets one, you know, just everybody, they pass them out like peanuts. They do. You can get accomplishments all day long.

And regardless of whether you treat it as peanuts or cashews or whatever, they just dime a dozen. But we think that is what we need to live our lives upon. The accolades from the world.

I have a box, matter of fact, yeah, I have a box in my garage of my trophies that came off the shelf in my parents' house when they said, it's time for me to get my stuff as much as you has from your children. Now, and Misty says, it was the greatest day at our house. And she's right because you know what? She exalts me and my endeavors even though as a child, but you know what? Those trophies mean nothing, mean nothing.

We're forever passing out rewards in society. We do that with our children. We do that with everything.

And so we're really hip on awards. We're very proud by nature. And even in Christianity, we now have found a way to boast legitimacy.

We just award each other with everything. Now, think about it. That is so sad in how we do that.

Because why we award the exaltation to everybody based upon the world, and we'd have no award based upon their exaltation of the spiritual. That's how we live our lives. You know, the most famous man, the most popular man in the entire world is right now by survey, Muhammad Ali, if you really think about it.

The most popular man in the world. You know what his famous line is? I'm the greatest. Matter of fact, if you go back in history and look about his life, he was on a plane where the stewardess asked him to buckle his seatbelt.

And he never did because he said, Superman doesn't need a seatbelt. And the stewardess finally said that Superman doesn't need a plane. He's so exalted of himself that he had no clue or he didn't want to recognize that which was evident to his own security.

That is an exaltation of itself. And that is typical in all of our society. Think about it.

We say, well, you know, we gotta think positively about all this stuff. Well, that's really true. But as we hear a certain preacher, teacher on television say that all the time, you've got to realize that you can do anything.

You're the greatest. And my son who's not that astute says, well, I certainly can't do everything. I can't get an A in mathematics.

It doesn't always work that way. God's not about A's and B's and C's and D's and S. God never said go to school. What's God about? It's about your soul.

And he says, when I teach you about your soul, you know everything. God has called us to humility, but our world throws pride at us insistently. You know, pride was the first sin ever committed.

Matter of fact, that was exactly what rebelled Satan against God himself before even manifestation of the world. The very first sin ever committed was pride. And it was committed by an angel by the name of Lucifer who decided that he would exalt himself above God.

You can read about this in Isaiah, I'm sorry, Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. The whole story is in both of those texts. Matter of fact, he said five times, I will, I will, I will, I will, I will.

And when you look at the response in Genesis three about Adam, he says the same five I wills. That's why, Lucifer overcame him. And God said, no, you won't.

Both to Lucifer and to Adam. He threw Lucifer out of heaven. Pride was the first sin.

I will be exalted. I will lift myself. And in Proverbs 11, two, the Bible says, when pride cometh, then cometh shame.

But when the lowly is true wisdom. In Proverbs 16, five, it says, everyone that is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord. Hope, guys right there should hit you very quickly.

This week, I've had three emails from people that are very proud about who they are and what they wanna do. To the fact that they wanna direct this ministry into the way, guys, you gotta hear this out. This is no different than back in Old Scripture.

To the way that they want it to be for them. And I laugh. I'm saying, you guys have gotta be kidding.

You're telling me that that's what you wanna do? You just need to go away. Because that is not gonna happen here on this watch. In Proverbs 16, 18, pride goeth before destruction and an haughty spirit before a fall.

In Proverbs 21, four, it says a high look. That's the external and a proud heart. That's the internal is sin.

It means that basically you look upon yourself externally, everything else looks upon you internally and you don't pay attention and therefore you sin internally and it breaks everything else down. We have talked about this no matter, I don't know how many times we've talked about this. Humility is always the virtue of the righteous and pride is always the mentality of the unrighteous.

And it's grief to the soul of anybody who knows Jesus Christ or should be to see Christians engaged in pride, to see ourselves engaged in it. I don't know how to tell you this. I have not finally overcome pride.

I can't do that. I love what I do. And that's a problem with me.

That is one of my faults. That's a battle every day for me. Satan keeps that one at you over the time, but just so you get God's perspective, look with me back to Isaiah 2, verse 11.

Well, we better go back to basically 10. Enter into the rock and hide in the dust for the fear of the Lord and for the glory of his majesty. Listen, when you start comparing yourself with God, you better get under a rock.

You're a bug in comparison. You better crawl in the dirt somewhere when you see the majesty of God. When you've compared with the glory and majesty of God, you better get under a rock because he's gonna drop it on you.

Now, the lofty works of man shall be humbled. The haughtiness of man shall be bowed down. The Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.

Now people, here's the crest of the holy shit. Pride is a sin because it is the sin of competing with God. You guys all like your exaltation.

You always like your accomplishments. You always like this. And you like people to tell you, oh, that's so good.

That's so good for the community. That's so good for everyone. Never once did you say, you know what, here's my point.

No, you know what? That was not me. That was just God himself. You exalted yourself above God in the very issue that God gave you the ability to do it.

Pride is a sin because it's the sin of competing with God. Hello? Zero. It's not available.

Pride lifts me up and steals from God his glory. Your whole life in Ephesians that we're learning is built upon the fact that you live your life to one thing and one thing only, to the glorification of God. You don't do that, what life do you have? And God said, I will not give my glory to another.

And so he says, you'll be bowed down and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. God alone is worthy of exaltation. God alone, and I'll say it again, there's nothing you've ever done.

There's nothing I've ever done. There's nothing we will ever do that's worthy of glory. We are not at that level.

You shouldn't exalt yourself at that level. You should be so humble to the fact that you just get life. That's what the meaning of this really means.

He gives you, he gave you his breath of life to live and he gave you a host body system to go home. That is really everything about your life. The scripture tells us we are a worm.

Do you remember that? In our so stack teaching, we are the worm in the pit, our upper dangle in the pit until we're safe. We're a worm. We ought to get in the dirt and get under a rock.

That's what he's saying. That's what Christ is telling us. If you don't think you're worthy of anything, just get under a rock and become more of a worm because that's really who you are.

That's what you were born as, a worm. For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon everyone. Says verse 12, who is proud and lofty upon everyone who is lifted up and he shall be brought low.

And upon, and here he uses metaphors to speak of proud people, upon the cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifted up, all the oaks of Bashan, all the high mountains, all the hills that are lifted up upon every high tower, upon every fortified wall, upon all the ships of Tarsius and all the pleasant pictures. What he's saying is, guys, you think you're above everything. Oh my gosh, that's your downfall.

That's your downfall. And the loftiest man shall be bowed down and the haughtiness of men shall be made low and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. You see, he is simply saying that God is going to judge pride in all forms.

Why? Because it's your pride that doesn't glorify God. Think about that. And your whole life is to glorify God.

That is your life, is to glorify God. So Isaiah, the prophet confronted this in the nation of Israel in a very, very evident way. The people paraded.

Oh my gosh, paraded like we do in our society. Think about it. You know, our society is so proud and we all can get engulfed in that.

You know, we want to get the best clothes, the fanciest clothes, the fanciest cars, the fanciest house, the nicest stuff. And we are appealed to at the time, sensually, what sensually means? Idolatry. You are appealed to that idolatry to do that.

Instead of going to God and saying, God, I would like to have a better car. I would like to have a better home. I would like to have better clothes.

And allow him to provide it to you. You go out and say, you know what? I'm going to do this. And then when you can't pay for it, you say, oh God, help me because you know what? I've just overextended myself.

And I don't know what in the world I'm going to do. I have no money to pay my bills, blah, blah, blah, blah. Guys, you got to get on track with this.

And we always exercise our pride. And the reason we buy those things and the reason we have those things is so that we can be better than somebody else. And who are we supposed to be like? Jesus Christ, who had nothing, had no house, had no money, was poor, had no place to put his head.

Now, there are things we need. There are things we need to accommodate our families and our needs and our travel and all those kinds of things. But there's a fine line between what we need and what we want that's better than something else for the sake of self-exaltation, self-creature comfort and having it over somebody else.

And as I begin to get things at a certain level, then we begin to despise the people beneath our level and aspire to the ones above us constantly. That's another form of pride. You always want what you don't have.

And you're not satisfied with what you do have. You always want that above you to give you a self-worthness. That's pride, guys.

Pride has manifested itself in Isaiah's day in chapter three, verse 16, in some very specific ways. And here he confronts the daughters of Zion, the women of Israel, and he says, you are haughty. They walk with stretched forth necks.

Now, that's more than good posture. That's just the cockiness, that lording it over people by your look. They walk with wonton eyes.

And actually the Hebrew says painted eyes. Now, don't panic, ladies. It's right here in the biblical.

It says, they walk with stretched forth necks and painted, yes, walking and menacing as they go. It's just the ideas that they strut. Strut, they strut.

This is scripture. They strut. They want to be something that they want to be instead of what God requires them to be.

These women were so proud and boastful. Look at me strutting with myself all dolled up and they even put belts on their feet. That's in case the sight wasn't enough to attract you.

The noise would attract you to them. And to find out what happens in verse 17, the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion and uncover their perfect parts. Oh, geez.

God will drop a sword right down the middle of them. Pretty serious, don't you think? In a day, the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling anklets, their headbands, their crescents like the moon. Apparently they were wearing some crescents around their neck shaped like a half moon, the pendants, the bracelets, the bells, the headdresses, the armlets, the sashes, the perfume boxes, the amulets, the finger rings, literally in the humor and the nose rings.

You think in our society today, you saw nose rings for the first time? No, no, nothing to understand. But so proudly women go forth in their community, all piercings, all parts of their body pierced and showing. So that basically the other half of the sex can actually be attracted to that which they see.

Now, if you even notice coming in to our society, now listen to this, we see women with ring through one of their nostrils, the festival robes, the mantles, the cloaks, the handbags, the hand mirrors, the linen wrappers, that has to do with undergarments, special undergarments, by the way. And if you don't know, ladies, if you don't know what I'm saying, you ought to go just check it out. And the hats or turbans and the bells and the make, guys, you know what? Women, God gave you your beauty from the inside out.

He didn't give you beauty from the outside in. And that's what you're doing from the outside to attract the opposite sex is nothing more than abomination of what God gave you to begin with. And men, if you look upon that as the ability to be attracted to that, you've just done the same thing because God didn't give you the eyes of lust for that.

What he gave you is the eyes of love for a female that was going to be your wife. Jim? Yes, ma'am. Weren't the piercings and a sign of ownership, slavery slash ownership? Yeah, it was in the old days, but when the slavery stopped, the women didn't stop because that was what they were accustomed to because in the slavery, that's what gave them favor.

And so outside of slavery, that's all they knew to gain favor with men outside of their slavery situation. So while the programming, guys, programming, while they were programmed inside of slavery to do this, to gain favor of their masters, because why? The masters would treat them differently. Same was it after slavery that continued throughout humanity to today because they wanted favor with men to treat them a certain way.

And guys, you did it. You favored that. Well, this is definitely a picture of an attitude, not necessarily saying that anybody who has any of these things has an attitude, but the people who have that attitude manifest it in the overabundance of these kinds of things, just what we talked about.

There's a loss of simplicity. There's a loss of propriety. There's a gaudiness.

There's an overdone-ness. If that's even a word, I threw that in. I don't even know if that's a word.

Now, as it came to pass in verse 24, that instead of sweet fragrance, there shall be rottedness, instead of a girdle, a rope, instead of a well-set hair, baldness. Oh, think about today. Think about, guys, how many, have you listened to the mainstream media about women who want to get divorced from their husbands, not have any more children, want to store up birth control pills and shave their heads and blah, blah, blah, on and on and on.

This is so scripture, it's unbelievable. I started laughing the other day when I heard this, because here it is. This happened back then.

It didn't, it's not something new at all. Instead of a robe, a girding of sackcloth and branding instead of beauty. Oh, that's exactly what's going on.

They men shall fall by the sword. They aren't without guilt either. Men will allow it to happen instead of take hold of their homes.

I don't know. The biggest thing in mainstream media that hit me is the fact that men were not stepping up to this. It's about a women's movement again.

And who controls women first? Satan. Exactly goes back to the garden. Unbelievable.

People just got to wake up and they don't even have a clue. Here back then was a society that was a whole bunch of show-offs. What's we got today? Everybody wants to show off because what they want is notoriety or the fact that they want focus on them instead of really what's the truth.

They were lording it and exalting themselves and fixing themselves up to attract attention to themselves. When the fact of the matter is everyone in the society should have been simply an instrument to point to God. That's our problem.

We have a society that loves the luciferic conditions of this world. And we have society that are God-fearing people that have no clue what to do about it because they've never been taught. That's the awakening, guys.

Now, at the end of the book of Jeremiah, Jeremiah talks of something of the same attitude. You find this in all of Old Testament scripture, exactly what we're going on today. In verse 31, behold, I am against thee.

O thou most proud, saith the Lord of hosts, for thy day is come and the time that I will punish thee. And the most proud shall stumble and fall and none shall raise him up. And I'll kindle a fire in these cities and it shall devour all around him.

Very, very simplistic in what we're told here. And the Old Testament closes with a little book of Malachi. Remember, that was before Matthew 400 years of darkness.

A tremendous important book, the fourth chapter. The last chapter of the Old Testament begins this way. For behold, the day cometh that shall burn like an oven and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly shall be stubble.

What's stubble? It's rubbish. It's trash. And the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.

They have no way to go. They're dumb. They're just dumb.

They're in something they can't get out of one way or the other. When you come to the New Testament, you hear James in chapter four, verse six. And David, this is what you were reading this past week.

God giveth peace to the humble, but God resisteth the proud. And you get here, John say, for all that is in this world. Remember, you can't have unconditional love because it's of the world.

All of that's in this world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the lives, the pride of life is not of the father, but of this world. And the world passes away at the lust thereof. And you're not one with Christ.

So God is against all pride. Humility, God is for. Humility is always, as I always said, the virtue of the righteous.

Throughout the scripture, we don't even have time to begin to touch base with every scripture dealing with humility, but let's just listen to a few. Let me just give you some. Proverbs 15, 33 says, before honor is humility.

Before honor, what's honor? Is humility. Think about it. Proverbs 22, four, by humility and the fear of the Lord, not fear, but fear of the Lord's judgment, our riches are honor of life.

You have the riches before the foundation of the world because of joining us with Christ. Proverbs 27, two, let another man praise thee and not thine own mouth. Uh-oh.

It means that what you need to do is you need to be quiet. Don't exalt yourself in boasting of what you've done. Let somebody else tell you that you've done good.

Because in your eyes, it shouldn't matter. It's in everybody else's eyes that it matters. And you shouldn't boast to get them to conform to you.

They should just see it and praise you or give you grace of the fact that you've done it. That's pretty practical. And if you've ever got the feeling that you're hot stuff, okay, especially our kids.

When our kids feel haughtiness, if that's a word, they should be striking down by their parents. Isaiah 51, one, said to that same generation of people, same generation, that's our generation. Every one of our children feel that they're entitled.

That's haughtiness, okay? That's haughtiness. I deserve this because of what? What? I put you in this world? Well, my grandmother says, your mother put you in the world but I can take you out anytime I want. That's really true.

But our children today think that they're so entitled that they get to rule over your family. Look to the rock whence you are hung and the hole of the pit from whence you've been dug. You need to remember where you came from.

You were born in this world of the demonic spirit. You were given the ability in a host body system to redeem that spirit to Jesus Christ at your own choosing. And in doing so, you get a glorified body to go home.

If you have any tendency to be proud, go back to Ephesians chapter two, verses one and three and read about yourself being dead in trespasses of sin, walking according to the course of this world which is Satan's control, according to the prince of the power of the air which is Satan himself. The spirit that workers in the sons of disobedience, that is the devil, that's you. Read that you were guided by the lust of the fresh and the minds and the desires of the flesh were the things that motivated you, which is the same thing that motivates you today unless you're working on sanctification.

If you're not working on sanctification, guys, you're still living in the same place that you were when you were born. Remind yourself of who you are when you want to be proud. Humility is a basic ingredient for all spiritual blessing.

Before any honor is humility, the Proverbs are right. God will only bless the humble. Those of you who think you're above whatever, think you got more money than anybody, think you can do what you wanna do, think that you have got a mindset that just gets you over, get over it because that's nothing in the sight of God.

He didn't care about that. Why? Because he gave it to you. You wanna be so haughty about it that you're gonna say, I got this, I do this or whatever and not realize that he gave it to you? Get real.

I think sometimes that we forget how important all of that is. I think we get caught up in our own environment. We're caught up in the day.

We get caught up in our own pride. We get caught up in the fact that you know what? We think we know more than anybody else out there. And the knowledge that you've got comes from who? Comes from Christ.

So we all have the same knowledge base. So why would you think you're any better than anybody else? Every sin, and I don't care what it is, has at its root pride. And what's pride? It's adultery.

Because all sin is a defiance of God and his right to be God and to have holiness. All sin is pride. And I really think that sometimes we grapple on the periphery and never deal with the issue.

We always like to stay outside of the lines. You know what? When I was always was taught to try to stay in the lines when I was at a young age to color or when I was outside the lines, that was bad. When I was inside the lines, that was good.

There's something to that. When we think we can go outside of the lines of our boundaries of who we are, we're coloring outside of those lines. Oh my gosh, you're gonna get hit so hard.

Let's look at some of these stuff. There are families that have problems. We all have problems.

There are kids. The kids have problems. They have problems.

Their mom and dad, husband and wife have problems. And maybe the guy has problems at his work and they're probably with just a lot of problems. And sometimes they'll come in and they'll want to, oh, how do I do this? They ask this frigging question all the time.

How do I do this? Give me a better method to reach my family or how do I construct a family devotion or how do I do this? Or how can I get my family fixed up when the real issue is just pride? Once you think about it, because the pride that you have is not against your family, it's against your God. And until you let go of that idle relationship with your self pride, you'll never get to the point where Christ is giving you all the blessings that he can give you. It's never gonna get there.

Pride causes things like there'll never be a unity in the family. There'll never be honor in the family. There'll never be a grace of life in the family.

There'll never be happiness in the family until there's humility in the person involved. You will never get. Now remember guys, we're in chapter four of Ephesians.

It's telling you about the application of your life in regards to Ephesians 3.20. Think about that. Your engine, the mighty thing that you're looking towards, that engine in full eight cylinders giving you the full power of God. You'll never ever get there if you don't understand how to resolve your pride.

I don't care what you've done for the Lord. It doesn't matter to me. Matter of fact, it doesn't matter to the Lord too because it tells you by scripture.

I don't care if you founded churches or you founded missions or had great ministries or gave to great ministries or to churches or gone to church all your life, read the Bible and prayed. If you've never walked in humility, humbleness to God, you don't know what it is to walk a worthy walk. And what are we talking about? Walk is your conduct of your life.

That's what God's saying to us because the worthy walk begins with all lowliness. You can't even be saved without humility. In Matthew chapter 18, Jesus said, except you become as a little child, you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.

And then he said, you must humble yourself as this little child. You can't even be a Christian unless you come in humility. Until you come to God and say, I'm a sinner.

I deserve nothing. I am nothing. I don't have anything.

I'm so broken that, you know what? Everything that I think I own, I don't own. I know it because you gave it to me, but I deal with it. You're so broken and I'm worthy of nothing.

You can't be saved. You can't go into God's presence and say, God, it's me. Hey, you know me.

Hey, I'm over here. I've been here all the time, blah, blah, blah. You know, the one you've heard so much about? That's really thrilling, isn't it? Would you, here's my press release.

I wanna go public. I have my master's degree. I have my doctor's degree and I have been a Benevolent Marriage Award from the Mumble.

Do you see this? You see how you put yourself in front of God? No, you approach God in humility as a sinner. That's the only way to be saved. That's no other way into the family of God and there's no other way to walk once you're in there.

That's the only way that is your standard. Yeah, Victoria. Does this go along with the lines of, we feel more pain as we continue on our sanctification? Absolutely, because it makes it strikingly obvious that you hurt because you're dealing with stuff that you absolutely know that you should not be doing.

It's not your standard. You know, it goes against your standard. You know it.

You have knowledge of it. Right, right. And yeah, that point about Satan attacking the, or dealing with the women, man, that was huge.

So in Luke chapter 18, verse 13, now I'm gonna read it to you. You don't even need to look it up. And the tax collector, remember the Republican and the sinner in the temple standing afar off would not lift up so much as his eyes into heaven, but smoked on his breath saying, God be merciful to me as a sinner.

So I tell you, Jesus said, this man went down to his house, justified rather than the other, for everyone that exalted himself shall be abased and he that humbled himself shall be what? Exalted. Humility is the standard of salvation. You guys get this? You have to be broken to get to salvation.

You gotta understand that you have done everything in this world against Christ. And you have to understand that to come to Christ, you have to understand that you are broken to receive that. Now, let's go back to Ephesians a moment and look at the text in chapter four.

We know that the Bible emphasizes humility as over against pride. And people, it isn't easy in our society, really it isn't. You know, I see and I look at our society and I see the temptation in my own life to just continually pile up stuff that exalts me, that lifts me up.

Guys, I am such a doer. I am such a performer. I'm such a perfectionist.

I get this. I get this. One of my issues is still this, because I get off and I start doing stuff that God wants me to do and then I take hold.

And he's saying, no, no, no, no. I'll finish this with you. Okay, but this is not you, all right? So I get us, I get us, okay? So having a better this and a better house or a better car or better clothes or more recognition or fancier stuff of one kind or another to sort of put me up.

That's our condition of pride. And then you get the mentality that starts looking down and despising people underneath you. You begin to go into James and you begin to go in the elitism.

You begin to exalt yourself above those in your community. You begin to see yourself as somebody that's much higher than the people around you. That's so wrong.

And it happens when you get success. God gives you your success and then you take over and say, oh my gosh, this was me and I got, and therefore I can do this and I can do this. And because I did this, I got this, you know? And now you're all over the place with your neighbors and your family and everything.

That's wrong. And you forfeit God's blessing when you do that. God just walks away.

You want to do it, I'll give it to you. Think about your children. When your children do this and you want to teach them a lesson, you just said, okay, go for it.

Let's see how far you go. That's what God's deals with us. You know, we get so hidey, we get so whatever, you know? And we say, no, no, I don't need you.

I do this. Well, you just say, okay, God, actually, just go for it. I'll step back and let you do that.

And I'll be patient in the background. And I won't let you take down that highway how far you want to go, but I'm still here when you need me, you know? But he allows you to take that road. When we take that road, do you understand how far that sets us back? Why? Because we have to gain his trust.

Think about it. When somebody mistrusts you, how long does it take you to gain that trust back? Women, to husbands, to friends. Oh my gosh, years.

And yet we think we can go down this road and do what we want, and God's just going to be there when we want to beck and call. That's not how this works, guys. The application of the principles of Ephesians chapter one, two, and three require you to walk your conduct, walk in Christ.

Step outside of that, you got a long road to hoe. So we get all of that. And then we get the mentality that starts looking down and despising people underneath us.

And it's so wrong. And you forfeit God's blessing. You don't walk worthy.

You're not going to know his blessings. He actually pulls it. He pulls it from you.

So he calls us to the worthy walk in verse one. He says, I beseech you really, I, the prisoner of the Lord, that you walk worthy of the vocation to which you are called. That's the call to the worthy walk.

Now, we've talked about this many times, the characteristics of the worthy walk, okay? And I'm not going to get into all of them here. There are five of them, okay? We're going to look at just one tonight. I want you to realize something.

As we look at verse two and three, he says, now you're going to walk worthy. And all of us are saying, okay, I want to walk worthy, but how? He says, all right, here's five ways, five keys. Loathiness, which is humbleness.

You need to walk humble in the nature of God. Meekness, long-suffering, forbearing, loving unity. Those are the five characteristics of a worthy walk.

And the goal of all of this is the unity of the spirit. The most important thing Paul wants us to know is that God wants unity in the church. Remember Jews and Gentiles.

He wants unity in the church. The unity of the believers is critical. The first three chapters of Ephesians emphasize this.

We are one new man. New man, critical operative words, new man, okay? Salvation gives you a new man. One body, the church.

One family, the church represented in the home. One household, the ability of the home to become part of the foundation of society. One habitation of the spirit.

This tremendous emphasis that the Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ. We're all one, which is very, very important that we understand. And it's so important because of this.

In John 17 verses 21 to 23, Jesus prays to the father and he prayed a very explicit prayer. This is what he said. Father, I pray that they may be one as thou, which means as us, father art in me and I am in thee.

Meaning we together represent oneness and that is what they need to be able to do that they also may be one in us. Not only one in themselves in the collective body, but one in Jesus Christ. Why? In order that the world, what's the world? That's the place we live.

May believe that thou has sent me. That's what we're supposed to do. We're supposed to proclaim.

We're supposed to migrate the fact that in our life, as we portray to the world, that Christ is the center of that life. Verse 23, I in them, thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, that the world may know that thou has sent me. In other words, the whole concept that Christ is the son of God is wrapped up in the unity of the church.

I want you to see this guys. Really, I want you to see this. That as we are one collectively, Christ collectively, we manifest Christ to the world.

That is our purpose. That is a glorification of our salvation in our walk with Christ. Couple of more points.

We're gonna close it down. You know, the world is all discord. The world is in disharmony.

They're in total chaos. Do you not see that today? The world is all anonymous and antagonism and bitterness and resentment and into rugged individualism. And every guy for himself, everybody's out there wanting to just figure out what to do about themselves.

And that's the reason why you guys have been trained to understand that. And if in the midst of that, there is an oasis of beauty, beautiful unity, there is an oasis of beautiful oneness, because that's what scripture says, we're to be one with God. There is a harmony of peacefulness among the body of people and the world is going to look and see what's that.

And that's when we say, this is what Jesus Christ can do, because one, he is inside of you and you're living a life that is inside of Christ. Okay, guys, I'm gonna stop here. I can go on for probably another hour, but I'm gonna stop here and just give you this.

Ephesians four is the application of the principles of chapters one, two, and three. It is about your walk with Christ. And we're gonna talk about walk in all of the remaining three chapters of Ephesians.

The walk is your conduct, how you conduct your life. At the center of this is the understanding of knowledge, wisdom, and revelation of who Christ is in you. You don't need to know who Christ is in the third person, you need to know who Christ is in you in order for you to do that, you have to study the scriptures, not only for perfection of you, but for prevention of the evilness that comes into your life, because you need to speak the word that the scripture gives you for that evilness that comes into your life for it to go away.

If you do not do this, then you cannot move forward in your spiritual life journey with Christ, because why? You're not willing to be sanctified of the Holy Spirit to take control of your life. It's one thing to be sick, it's one thing to get your ticket to heaven, it's one thing to know that you're gonna go home, but it's another thing to know you're gonna go home in an abundant fashion and be able to receive the blessings that all of heaven has to offer on this earth in this life eternally, you're living a physical life eternally, because why? You're saved, and in doing so, that gives you the ability to receive all the blessings as joint heirs of Christ. If you guys do not get this, you're missing out.

You're gonna go home, but you're not gonna like it. Let's pray. Father, thank you for this evening.

Thank you for the glorification of your word. Thank you for the understanding of the wisdom and the knowledge that you provide to us. Thank you for the indwelling of the scriptures and the ability to portray those scriptures in a physical framework that we can understand.

Lord, I wanna thank you for the ability of using me as your messenger, and I wanna thank you that basically you've chosen me to do that, and I give all the glory to you. Father, I ask you to bless all of us, to give us the health and wellness that we need, to protection, the ability to understand, for you're in total control, and set waiting upon your glory to be exalted in the joyous nature of what's to come. And as we go forward, I want to ask for protection.

I want to ask for provision. I want to ask for peace and joy in the hearts so that we know that basically you're 100% control of everything that's going on around us and all those things we ask in thy name.
