
 

TRUTH ABOUT RELIGION & THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PART FIVE 

  

In Parts One through Four we identified that the foundation for the Roman Catholic 

Church was the Jewish Sanhedrin and the Jewish leaders of the church at the time of 

Christ. We debunked the fact that Peter the Apostle was the first Pope of the Roman 

Catholic Church and that Christ had nothing to do with the Catholic or 

any other religion in our entire history. We looked at the actual formation 

of the Roman Catholic Church history. It is important to keep all this in 

mind as we move forward. Let’s leave history a moment and move to the 

Vatican architecture and building construction throughout history.  

 

A Review of the Actual Buildings History (Wikipedia) 

St. Peter's Basilica 

The Papal Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican (Italian: Basilica Papale di San Pietro in Vaticano), or simply 

Saint Peter's Basilica (Latin: Basilica Sancti Petri), is a church in the Italian Renaissance style located in Vatican 

City, an independent microstate enclaved within the city of Rome, Italy. It was initially planned in the 15th 

century by Pope Nicholas V and then Pope Julius II to replace the aging Old St. Peter's Basilica, which was 

built in the fourth century by Roman emperor Constantine the Great. Construction of the present basilica began 

on 18 April 1506 and was completed on 18 November 1626. 

 

Designed principally by Donato Bramante, Michelangelo, and Carlo Maderno, with piazza and fittings by Gian 

Lorenzo Bernini, St. Peter's is one of the most renowned works of Italian Renaissance architecture and is the 

largest church in the world by interior measure. While it is neither the mother church of the Catholic Church nor 

the cathedral of the Diocese of Rome (these equivalent titles being held by the Archbasilica of Saint John 

Lateran in Rome), St. Peter's is regarded as one of the holiest Catholic shrines. It has been described as "holding 

a unique position in the Christian world", and as "the greatest of all churches of Christendom." 

 

Catholic tradition holds that the basilica is the burial site of Saint Peter, chief among Jesus's apostles and also 

the first Bishop of Rome (Pope). Saint Peter's tomb is supposedly directly below the high altar of the basilica, 



also known as the Altar of the Confession. For this reason, many popes, cardinals and bishops have been 

interred at St. Peter's since the Early Christian period. 

 

The Sistine Chapel 

The Sistine Chapel (/ˌsɪsˈtiːn ˈtʃæpəl/; Latin: Sacellum Sixtinum; Italian: Cappella Sistina [kapˈpɛlla siˈstiːna]) 

is a chapel in the Apostolic Palace, the pope's official residence in Vatican City. Originally known as the 

Cappella Magna ('Great Chapel'), the chapel takes its name from Pope Sixtus IV, who had it built between 1473 

and 1481. Since that time, the chapel has served as a place of both religious and functionary papal activity. 

Today, it is the site of the papal conclave, the process by which a new pope is selected. The fame of the Sistine 

Chapel lies mainly in the frescoes that decorate the interior, most particularly the Sistine Chapel ceiling and The 

Last Judgment, both by Michelangelo. 

 

During the reign of Sixtus IV, a team of Renaissance painters that included Sandro Botticelli, Pietro Perugino, 

Pinturicchio, Domenico Ghirlandaio and Cosimo Rosselli, created a series of frescos depicting the Life of 

Moses and the Life of Christ, offset by papal portraits above and trompe-l'œil drapery below. These paintings 

were completed in 1482, and on 15 August 1483 Sixtus IV celebrated the first mass in the Sistine Chapel for the 

Feast of the Assumption, at which ceremony the chapel was consecrated and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

 

Between 1508 and 1512, under the patronage of Pope Julius II, Michelangelo painted the chapel's ceiling, a 

project that changed the course of Western art and is regarded as one of the major artistic accomplishments of 

human civilization. In a different political climate, after the Sack of Rome, he returned and, between 1535 and 

1541, painted The Last Judgment for Popes Clement VII and Paul III. The fame of Michelangelo's paintings has 

drawn multitudes of visitors to the chapel ever since they were revealed five hundred years ago. According to 

recent studies, the Sistine Chapel is influenced by the thought of Joachim of Fiore. The monk and philosopher 

thus influenced the vision and the iconographic project for the representation of the Last Judgment. 

Michelangelo's frescoes with an eschatological theme are therefore an artistic development of the various 

Joachim writings of the 12th century about the apocalypse and the last days. 

 

The Apostolic Palace 

The Apostolic Palace (Latin: Palatium Apostolicum; Italian: Palazzo Apostolico) is the official residence of the 

Pope, the head of the Catholic Church, located in Vatican City. It is also known as the Papal Palace, the Palace 



of the Vatican and the Vatican Palace. The Vatican itself refers to the building as the Palace of Sixtus V, in honor 

of Pope Sixtus V, who built most of the present form of the palace. 

 

The building contains the papal apartments, various offices of the Catholic Church and the Holy See, private 

and public chapels, Vatican Museums, and the Vatican Library, including the Sistine Chapel, Raphael Rooms, 

and Borgia Apartment. The modern tourist can see these last and other parts of the palace, but other parts, such 

as the Sala Regia (Regal Room) and Cappella Paolina, had long been closed to tourists, though the Sala Regia 

allowed occasional tourism by 2019. The Scala Regia (Regal Staircase) can be viewed from one end and used to 

enter the Sala Regia. The Cappella Paolina remains closed to tourists. 

 

Paul VI Audience Hall 

The Paul VI Audience Hall (Italian: Aula Paolo VI), also known as the Hall of the Pontifical Audiences, is a 

building in Rome named for Pope Paul VI with a seating capacity of 6,300, designed in reinforced concrete by 

the Italian architect Pier Luigi Nervi and completed in 1971. It was constructed on land donated by the Knights 

of Columbus. 

 

It lies partially in the Vatican City but mostly in Italy: the Italian part of the building is treated as an 

extraterritorial area of the Holy See, and is used by the Pope as an alternative to Saint Peter's Square when 

conducting his Wednesday morning General Audience. It is dominated by an 800-quintal (80-tonne) 

bronze/copper-alloy sculpture by Pericle Fazzini entitled La Resurrezione (Italian for The Resurrection).  A 

smaller meeting hall, known as Synod Hall (Aula del Sinodo), is located in the building as well. This hall sits 

the east end on a second floor. 

 

Saint Stephen of the Abyssinians 

Saint Stephen of the Abyssinians (Italian: Santo Stefano degli Abissini) is an Ethiopian Catholic church located 

in Vatican City. The church dedicated to Stephen the Protomartyr is the national church of Ethiopia. The liturgy 

is celebrated according to the Alexandrian rite of the Ethiopian Catholic Church. It is one of the only standing 

structures in the Vatican to survive the destruction of Old St. Peter's Basilica (c. 1505), and thus it is the oldest 

surviving church (in terms of architectural history) in Vatican City. 

 

 



Old St. Peter Basilica 

Old St. Peter's Basilica was the building that stood, from the 4th to 16th centuries, where St. Peter's Basilica 

stands today in Vatican City. Construction of the basilica, built over the historical site of the Circus of Nero, 

began during the reign of Emperor Constantine I. The name "old St. Peter's Basilica" has been used since the 

construction of the current basilica to distinguish the two buildings. 

 

Fontana della Pigna (1st century AD), which stood in the courtyard of the Old St. Peter's Basilica during the 

Middle Ages and then moved again, in 1608, to a vast niche in the wall of the Vatican facing the Cortile della 

Pigna, located in Vatican City, in Rome, Italy 

 

Construction began by orders of the Roman Emperor Constantine I between 318 and 322, after his conversion 

to Christianity and took about 40 years to complete. Over the next twelve centuries, the church gradually gained 

importance, eventually becoming a major place of pilgrimage in Rome. 

 

Papal coronations were held at the basilica, and in 800, Charlemagne was crowned emperor of the Holy Roman 

Empire there. In 846, Saracens sacked and damaged the basilica. The raiders seem to have known about Rome's 

extraordinary treasures. Some holy—and impressive—basilicas, such as St. Peter's Basilica, were outside the 

Aurelian walls, and thus easy targets. They were "filled to overflowing with rich liturgical vessels and with 

jeweled reliquaries housing all of the relics recently amassed". As a result, the raiders destroyed Saint Peter's 

tomb and pillaged the holy shrine. In response Pope Leo IV built the Leonine wall and rebuilt the parts of St. 

Peter's that had been damaged. 

 

By the 15th century, the church was falling into ruin. Discussions on repairing parts of the structure commenced 

upon the pope's return from Avignon. Two people involved in this reconstruction were Leon Battista Alberti and 

Bernardo Rossellino, who improved the apse and partially added a multi-story benediction loggia to the atrium 

façade, on which construction continued intermittently until the new basilica was begun. Alberti pronounced the 

basilica a structural abomination. 

 

Niccoline Chapel 

The Niccoline Chapel (Italian: Cappella Niccolina) is a chapel in the Apostolic Palace in Vatican City. It is 

especially notable for its fresco paintings by Fra Angelico (1447–1451) and his assistants, who may have 



executed much of the actual work. The name is derived from its patron, Pope Nicholas V, who had it built for 

use as his private chapel. 

 

The chapel is located in the Tower of Innocent III, in the most ancient part of the Apostolic Palace. The walls 

were decorated by Fra Angelico with images of two of the earliest Christian martyrs; the upper level has 

Episodes from the Life of St. Stephen, and the lower one Scenes from the life of St. Laurence. The vault is 

painted blue, decorated with stars, and features figures of the Four Evangelists in the corners. The pilasters are 

decorated with the eight Doctors of the Church. 

 

The chapel is not included in the usual tourist visit, but can be seen by special pre-booked groups. 

 

Castel Saint’ Angelo 

The Mausoleum of Hadrian, also known as Castel Sant'Angelo (Italian pronunciation: [kaˈstɛl sanˈtandʒelo]; 

English: Castle of the Holy Angel), is a towering rotunda (cylindrical building) in Parco Adriano, Rome, Italy. It 

was initially commissioned by the Roman Emperor Hadrian as a mausoleum for himself and his family. The 

popes later used the building as a fortress and castle, and is now a museum. The structure was once the tallest 

building in Rome. Castel Sant'Angelo from the bridge. The top statue is of Michael the Archangel, the angel 

from whom the building derives its name. 

 

The tomb of the Roman emperor Hadrian, also called Hadrian's mole, was erected on the right bank of the 

Tiber, between AD 134 and 139. Originally the mausoleum was a decorated cylinder, with a garden top and 

golden quadriga. Hadrian's ashes were placed here a year after his death in Baiae in 138, together with those of 

his wife Sabina, and his first adopted son, Lucius Aelius, who died in 138. Following this, the remains of 

succeeding emperors were also placed here, the last recorded deposition being Caracalla in 217. The urns 

containing these ashes were probably placed in what is now known as the Treasury Room, deep within the 

building. Hadrian also built the Pons Aelius facing straight onto the mausoleum – it still provides a scenic 

approach from the center of Rome and the left bank of the Tiber, and is renowned for the Baroque additions of 

statues of angels holding aloft instruments of the Passion of Christ. 

 

 

 



Archbasilica of Saint John Lateran 

The Papal Archbasilica Cathedral of the Most Holy Savior and of Saints John the Baptist and the Evangelist in 

the Lateran[c] (also known as the Saint John Lateran or the Lateran Basilica) is the Catholic cathedral church of 

the Diocese of Rome in the city of Rome, and serves as the seat of the bishop of Rome, the pope. The 

archbasilica lies outside of Vatican City proper, which is located approximately 4 kilometres (2.5 mi) to the 

northwest. Nevertheless, as properties of the Holy See, the archbasilica and its adjoining edifices enjoy an 

extraterritorial status from Italy, pursuant to the terms of the Lateran Treaty of 1929.[a] Dedicated to the Christ, 

in honor of John the Baptist and John the Evangelist, the place name, Laterano (Lateran) comes from an ancient 

Roman family (gens), whose palace (domus) grounds occupied the site; the adjacent Lateran Palace was the 

primary residence of the pope until the Middle Ages. 

 

The church is the oldest and highest ranking of the four major papal basilicas as well as one of the Seven 

Pilgrim Churches of Rome, holding the unique title of "archbasilica". Founded in 324, it is the oldest public 

church in the city of Rome, and the oldest basilica of the Western world. It houses the cathedra of the Roman 

bishop, and has the title of ecumenical mother church of the Catholic faithful. The building deteriorated during 

the Middle Ages and was badly damaged by two fires in the 14th century. It was rebuilt in the late 16th century 

during the reign of Pope Sixtus V. The new structure's interior was renovated in the late 17th century, and its 

façade was completed in 1735 under Pope Clement XII. 

 

The current rector is Cardinal Archpriest Angelo De Donatis, Vicar General for the Diocese of Rome. The 

president of the French Republic, currently Emmanuel Macron, is ex officio the "First and Only Honorary 

Canon" of the archbasilica, a title that the heads of state of France have possessed since King Henry IV. 

 

The large Latin inscription on the façade reads: Clemens XII Pont Max Anno V Christo Salvatori In Hon SS 

Ioan Bapt et Evang. This abbreviated inscription translates as: "The Supreme Pontiff Clement XII, in the fifth 

year [of his Pontificate, dedicated this building] to Christ the Savior, in honor of Saints John the Baptist and 

[John] the Evangelist". The inscription indicates, with its full title (see below), that the archbasilica was 

originally dedicated to Christ the Savior and, centuries later, rededicated in honor of Saint John the Baptist and 

Saint John the Evangelist. Christ the Savior remains its primary dedication, and its titular feast day is 6 August, 

the Transfiguration of Christ. As the cathedral of the pope as bishop of Rome, it ranks superior to all other 

churches of the Catholic Church, including Saint Peter's Basilica. 



Domus Sanctae Marthae 

The Domus Sanctae Marthae (Latin for Saint Martha's House; Italian: Casa Santa Marta) is a building adjacent 

to St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City. Completed in 1996, during the pontificate of Pope John Paul II, it is 

named after Martha of Bethany, who was a sibling to Mary and Lazarus of Bethany. The building functions as a 

guest house for clergy having business with the Holy See, and as the temporary residence of members of the 

College of Cardinals while participating in a papal conclave to elect a new pope. 

 

Pope Francis has lived in a suite in the building since his election in March 2013, declining to use the papal 

apartments in the Apostolic Palace. 

 

The Governor’s Palace 

The Governor's Palace (Italian: Palazzo del Governatorato in Vaticano) is the seat of the Pontifical Commission 

for Vatican City State. The palace is located in the Vatican Gardens behind St. Peter's Basilica. 

 

The palace was formed by joining three adjacent buildings. It was built in the eclectic style between 1927 and 

1931 by Giuseppe Momo Piedmont. The Church of Santa Maria Regina della Famiglia, also built by Piedmont 

is located within the palace complex. The palace suffered considerable damage during the Bombing of the 

Vatican during World War II. 

 

Cappella Paolina 

The Cappella Paolina (the Pauline Chapel) is a chapel in the Apostolic Palace, Vatican City. It is separated from 

the Sistine Chapel by the Sala Regia. It is not on any of the regular tourist itineraries. 

 

Michelangelo's two frescoes in the Cappella Paolina, The Conversion of Saul and The Crucifixion of St Peter 

were painted from 1542 to 1549, the height of his fame, but were widely viewed as disappointments and even 

failures by their contemporary audience. They did not conform to the compositional conventions of the time and 

the subject-matter is depicted in an unorthodox manner. Despite the importance of the chapel and the 

significance of their subjects, the frescoes were generally neglected and overlooked in favor of Michelangelo's 

nearby masterpieces in the Sistine Chapel. 

 

 



Casino Pio IV Villa Pia 

The Casina Pio IV (or Villa Pia) is a patrician villa in Vatican City which is now home to the Pontifical 

Academy of Sciences, the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences and the Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas 

Aquinas. The predecessor of the present complex structure was begun in the spring of 1558 by Pope Paul IV in 

the Vatican Gardens, west of the Cortile del Belvedere. Paul IV commissioned the initial project of the 'Casina 

del Boschetto', as it was originally called, from an unknown architect; the first mention of the single-storey 

building can be found on 30 April 1558, and a notice of the following 6 May, says that the Pope spent "two 

thirds of his time at the Belvedere, where he has begun to build a fountain in the woods". 

 

Upon Paul IV's death on 18 August 1559, Pope Pius IV took on the project, which had not yet been completed, 

and, turning to Pirro Ligorio, improved it. The complex, as it was completed in 1562, comprised an elliptical 

cortile, two free-standing portals, and the loggia with its fountain. Rich sculptural stuccos, once supplemented 

by some fifty ancient Roman sculptures, enliven the exterior (illustration). A team of at least six major painters, 

including Federico Barocci, Federico Zuccari, and Santi di Tito and their assistants, frescoed the interiors. 

 

The Casina's rich and at times obscure iconographic programme, of the efficacy of baptism, the primacy of the 

papacy and the welcomed punitive powers of the Church, seems to have been inspired by Cardinal Charles 

Borromeo, nephew of Pius IV, who probably had it in mind as the headquarters for the Academy he was about 

to found, on 20 April 1562, called Accademia Noctes Vaticanae. Graham Smith suggests that the interrelated 

iconography of the interior frescoes was inspired by Cardinal Marcantonio da Mula. 

 

Pope Pius XI, the founder of the current Pontifical Academy of Sciences, made the Casina the Academy's 

current headquarters in 1936. 

 

Palazzo della Cancelleria 

The Palazzo della Cancelleria (Palace of the Chancellery, referring to the former Apostolic Chancery of the 

Pope) is a Renaissance palace in Rome, Italy, situated between the present Corso Vittorio Emanuele II and the 

Campo de' Fiori, in the rione of Parione. It was built 1489–1513 by Baccio Pontelli and Antonio da Sangallo the 

Elder as a palace for Raffaele Cardinal Riario, Camerlengo of the Holy Roman Church, and is regarded as the 

earliest Renaissance palace in Rome. 

 



The Palazzo houses the Papal Chancellery, is an extraterritorial property of the Holy See, and is designated as a 

World Heritage Site. 

 

Papal Palace of Castel Gandolfo 

The Papal Palace of Castel Gandolfo, or the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo from its Italian name Palazzo 

Apostolico di Castel Gandolfo, is a 135-acre (54.6-ha) complex of buildings in a garden setting in the city of 

Castel Gandolfo, Italy, including the principal 17th-century villa, an observatory and a farmhouse with 75 acres 

(30.4 ha) of farmland. The main structure, the Papal Palace, has been a museum since October 2016. It served 

for centuries as a summer residence and vacation retreat for the pope, the leader of the Catholic Church, and is 

afforded extraterritorial status as one of the properties of the Holy See. It overlooks Lake Albano. 

 

An Italian scholar has recognized Michelangelo's face both in the Saint Paul and Saint Peter paintings by facial 

superimposition. 

 

We have provided in the above a view of the buildings on the grounds of the Holy See. As we move forward in 

the next Part Six keep this part handy as we lay out just how all these buildings and architecture unfold the 

bible. In fact, the architecture picturizes the bible in its creation. You will come to learn the truth about the focus 

of the Roman Catholic Church and who they actually worship.  


